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The Harmony, &c. 
Mercy and Truth are met together, Rigli- 
teouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed eacli 
other. ; 5 — > 1 ; | 
. Friends; at a ſolemn marriage 
ſupper, there is uſually a friendly 
company that meet together; and 
hen at ſuch an occaſion, all things 
are managed with ſobriety and de- 
ceney, it is very heartſome and plea- 
ſant to the parties concerned, to ſee 
Y the members of the meeting, with 
mutual kindne% to one another,  harmoniouſly gracing 
the ſolemnity: Even ſo at the marriage ſupper of the 
Lamb. I mean, the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, 
Which we have been cklebrating, there is a heart- 
fo comparyy not of men and women, for that would 
make biit a poor earthly meeting; nor yet of ſaints and 
| angels, fag that would make but at beſt a mean creature- 
meeting r it is a glorious heartſome company of di- 
tile Attributes and perfection in the ſweeteſt concord 


| meeting together, and, embraeing one another. This 
|” wonderful conjunction, of divine excellencies is the 
| friendly company that meets together, to put honour 
i gon this fuptial ſolemnity; and to ſee them thus har- 
| mwenouſly embracing one another in the ſalvation of : 
| finvers is the ſweetelt fight that the Bride, the Lamb's N , 
| Wiſe half ever [ee at the marriage ſupper, whether it . 
| he at the lower or upper table. There is a great meet- , 
ing in this houſe, an iufinitely greater, greater in/this NF 
wx; 2 mecting of divine excellenciee, to grace the ſo- f 
| kmuity of che marriage ſupper of the Lamb, Mercy ,. 
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un- made himſelf, if God had a mind, for the praiſe of 


his own plorious grace to make him up again by a new 
creation in Chriſt Jeſus, there muſt be a, more glorious © 


folemnity yet; not only a council of the adorable Tri- 
nity, but a grand meeting of all the attributes of God, 
to conſult their own glory that was married, and recon- 
cile their own intereſt, and ſeemingly contradictory 
claims; for the fin of man had brought real confufion 


among all the creatures of God, en earth; yea, and a 
ſeeming war among all the attributes of God in hea- 


ven, concerning the execution of the ſentence of the law 
upon mankind, the tranſgreſfor thereof, Some of theſe 
attributes, ſuch as Mercy, ſaying, if the ſentence cf 


death be executed ee e how ſhall T be glorified ? 


Others, ſuch as Trut 


that they will agree together cordially; Yea, tho' it be 


beyond the expectation of men and angels, yet behold'it 
| , © Mercy and truth are 
© met os mr "righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed. 


is bere celebrated with a fong 


each other.“ | 


win ſuggeſt inward peace, ſpeaking that to their | 
by his Spirit, which he had ſpoken to their ears by his 
Vord, whatever other fort of peace and talpetity they 
I ered, when at length the children of che captivity, 
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beard the Pſalmiſt liſtening and waiting for the anſwer; 


© I will bear what God the Lord will ſpeak. The an- 
* ſwer itſelf in general is peace, he will ſpeak peace to 's 


his people, &c. If he give not outward peace, 0 he 


I afteg,a preat deal of toil, had gained a ſettlement in their 
land, yet peace with Ggd, and ſpiritual proſperity - 


* 


)thers, ſi faying, if the ſentence be not exe- 
cuted, how ſhall I be glorified. It is not to be expected 
that ſuch oppoſites can meet together! Or if they meet, "0 


; 


This Plalm confifls'of prayer, of faith, and zn an- 
ſwer of peace. Firſt the church prayer, 'from the be⸗ 4 
ginning to the 8 verſe, where they are praying ſor the 
removal of many tokens of God's diſpleaſure they were 
under, notwithſtanding of their return out of the Bab). 
loniſh captivity. * 1. The anſwer of peace that is made 
to their prayer, from verſe 8 and downward, we have 
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| the ſoul under the ſtrongeſt obligation to ſtand a back. 
I from. backſliding thereto, but let them not return again 
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| za.foily ß For true peace with-God brings in war with 
ſin., But this is farther explained in the main leading 


part thereof, namely ſalvation. and glory, v. 9. Sure- 
Kar him, that glory 


ly his ſalvatian is near ts them that 
ma dwell in our land. Now whatever other ſalvation 
be here imported, Chriſt is the great ſalvation intended; 

| Wo he is near in view, then the behever cries out with 
old Simeon, Now mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation: And 
whatever any other glory and honour be here imported, 
Chriſt is the chief glory here intended: when he goes 
away from a land then Ichabad, the glory is departed, 
but whers he abides, glory dwells ; for. he is called, 4 


is that appears when Chriſt. is revealed, why, its even 
the glorious barmony of all the divine Attributes illuſ- 
trioufly ſhining in him who is both out ſalvation and our 
glory. Mercy and truth are meeting together, and 


tho theſe words may be applied to the happy meeting 


„ ſoul, which I may. afterwards notice in the ſequel, and 
uin which „ eee underſtand it, yet I 
take it mainly td import the happy meeting of perſee- 
tions in God to be plorified in the finner's ſalvation by 

Jeſus Chriſt, which is a gloſs that no interpreter I have 


__ ground-work and foundation of all other happy meet- 
gs. Mercy and truth have met together, righteouſ- 


gneſs and peace have kiſſed each other.. 


In the words you may notice, ½. The members of 
the meeting. 24. The manner of the meeting. 


Þ * 


geneſs of it. 
Notice, I ſay, Firſt the 


2 


* as 


light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glery ef his people 
Tirael; but now, if we would know what ſort of glory it 


- . © tiphteouſneſs. and peace have kiſſed each other,” Now 


of grace in men, upon the fevelation of Chriſt in the 


bad oecaſion to conſult does neglect or omit: and if any 
of them ſhould miſs it, I think they would miſs the very 


Ba, The harmony of the meeting. 4thy, The 


m0 mo „ „„ we we 


| he members of the meeting: 
Mercy, truth, righteoufneſs and peace; I hope I need. 
not caution ſome. in this aſſembly that they beware of 
| - ixgagining theſe varions perfections of God vnd r the 
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name of mercy, truth, righteouſneſs and peace, as if they 


were really diſtin& and different things in God; or, al 


they were really different parties making a formal con- 


ſultation, in order to their agreement; for God is one, 
and cannot be divided, he is one infinite, eternal and 
unchangeable Being; there are not diſtinct and different 
tbings in this nature and eſſence; however his perſec- 
tions be thus repreſented to our weak finite capacities 
which cannot underſtand the perſections of God, but 
ſeveral parts, as it were By mercy, then here we are ta 
underſtand God himfelf, as he is a merciful and gracious 


Cod. By truth we are to underſtand the ſame God as 


he is a true and-merciful God. By righteouſneſs we 
may underſtand his juſtice, or God himſelf, as he is a 
juſt and righteous God: and by peace the ſame God, as 
he is the God of peace, and a God reconciling the world 
10 himſelf. So that the whole comes to this, it is the 
great and eternal God himſelf, conſulting with himfelf, 
in a manner becoming his infinite and adorable pefec- 
tions, how to glorify himſelf in all his glorious attributes 
in the way of ſaving finners, in and by-Jeſus Chriſt, - / 

2. The manner of the mceting; theſe excellencies 
and perfections of God meet together, as it were in 
pairs, * mercy and truth, righteouſneſs and peace, 


going hand in hand into the council- chamber, to con- 


cert the matters that concerned their higheſt glory and 
honour. | Es l | : 3 yy 17 EF my 
3. The harmopny of the meeting, having met toge- 

ther, they kiſs and embrace each other; mercy-and 
peace, as it were, . expreſs their complacenpgy in truth 
and righteouſneſs; and truth and righteouſneſs exprels - 
their complacency in mercy and peace, and delight in 
one another's honour, for not one Attribute of the di- 
vine Majeſty can, or will be glorified to the diſhonour 


pf any other Attribute, but mutually embrace each other 
in their everlaſting arms, ſupporting the honour of each 


Pther's excellency with compleated ineſtimable endear- 


4. The ſtrangeneſs and remarkableneſs of this meet» * - | 
ing, for the agreement of theſe parties met together 13 
ie mote remarkable in regard of their jarring and? 


- , x 


a 1 | 
. Pppoſite: claims; for that 'mercy and peace ſhall meet 
"together, and agree in favour to ſave us, and that truth 
and righteouſneſs ſhall meet together, and agree in 
- Juſtice to deſtroy us, were not ſo ſtrange and remark- 
able; and if they had kept ſuch ſeparate meeting, and 
remained at. odds without meeting together, man bad 
deen forever ſeparate from God, and ſome darling At- 
ttributes had never been glorified in man's falvation ; 
dur fin and rebellion having in a manner ſet the Attri- 
| Hutes of God at ſuch variance, as nothing elfe but in- 
[ finite wiſdom could provide a ſufficient anſwer to all 


to be done ere the propoſal anent the ſalvation of any 
ſinner could be gone into. Why, ſays mercy, it is my 
intereſt that the nner live and not periſh, that I may 
be magnified, ſince I have ſaid, That I will have 
* mercy on whom I will have mercy; Well, but ſays 
truth, it is my intereſt as a God of truth, that the ſin - 
ner die, ſince have ſaid, That the foul that ſinneth 


ga adyanceinent of my intereft and honour, for I have ſaid 


1 5 the guiley.“ Oh! but ſeys peace, I will join in with 
mere, and claim the finner's ſalvation, for advancing 


 * near? 80 there appears to be a war in heaven among 
| infinitely adorable Attributes and perfections, while 


vine majeſty embrace each other in the ſalvation of the 


their contradictory claims and intereſt, which beboved 


| 5 5 ſhall die? yea, and ſays righteouſneſs, I muſt join 
with truth and claim the ſinner's damnation, for the 


and will not gainſay it, That I will by no means clear 


my intereſt, ! For who created the fruit of the lips, 
peace, peace to him that is afar off, and to him that is 


mercy and peace are ſayin, we mult: have glory in 
having undeſerved (pity on the ſinner, and yet truth 
and righteouſneſs are ſaying we muſt have glory in exe- 
| cuting the deſerved vengeance. And now, O men 
and angels will you tell, can theſe Antipodes meet 
together? Can theſe jarring like Attributes of the di- 


_ Ganer,. ſo as to get all their demands anſwered and 
their different intereſts advanced. What ſay vou chil- 
diten of men? Can you deviſe how theſe dfferences 
bl can be compoſed ſor eur own ſafety? No, no, human 7 
wiſdom fas, it is not in me. What fay ye, angels 


Co. UE 1 
that excel in ſtrength and wiſdom, can you contrivs 
the reconciliation of theſe irteconcilable demands? Nog 
no; angelical wiſdom ſays it is not in me. Well; ſince 
creature wiſdom fails, may we-addrefs the infinite wif- 
dom of the Deity, and enquire at a higher hand; Be- 
hold, now we have taken upon us to ſpeak unto the 
Lord, who are but duſt and alhes. What ſayeſt thou; 
O infinitely wife Jehovah? can theſe oppoſite claims 
be reconciled to the fatisfaQtion of all parties, and the 
ſalvation of the ſinner? Yes, it is done, it is done, it is 
done in a crucified Chrift, whom we have deen remem< 
beting at this ſolemnity; and therefore we may ling 
this marvellous Song upon the back of it ſaying, * Glory, 
glory, glory to God, that mercy. and truth are met 
eee 2 


1 


ſer vation, That in the ſalvation of ſinners by Jeſus 
Chriſt the glorious Attributes and perfections of God 
do ur conſpire and embrace one another; r 
thus, that in Chriſt crucified for the redemption of fin- 
ners, all the glorious Attributes of the divine majeſtx 
do karmonioully conftpire, and embrace one another. 
When God is well pleaſed, no perfection of God is 
diſpleaſed; but God is well pleaſed in Chriſt, and there- 
fore every perfection of his nature is well pleaſed; none 
of them diſpleaſed or diflatisfied, but all pleaſed and 
ſatisſied to the full; ſee Hoſea ii. 19, 20. This is de- 
clared by an audidle voice from heaven, ſaying, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well plegſed.7 
Mat. iii. If. And why even for the reaſon you, have, 


Iſa. xlii. 21. We ſee hs hath brought in a righteouf= + 


neſs anſwering the demand of all that ſtood in the way 
of our ſalvation: Did divine truth and righteouſneis 
ſay, that the threatning of the law muſt be executed; 
io ſure as God is true, as well as its precept, obtempe- 
tate and obeyed; Well can righteouſneſs ſatisfying bottn = 
theſe demands and do the buſineſs, Yea, ſays f̃uſſ ice itſeite 
in concert with mercy, if there be but one righteous man 
I ia Sodom of this earth; that can ſatisfy my broken and 
I vidlated Iiw, in its command of perfect obedience, and 
in its demand of complete fatisfaQtion ; then I willſpare - 


: ke eleft world, for the ſake of that one righteous 
ag by his knozlzdge mall my righteous etre 


togeihe t 


f juſtly man mw Well ſays mercy, here is one whoſe name 


is: Wonderful, and whom they call manuel, God - man, 


— bath brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, both 
active and paſlive, ſuiting the precept and penalty of the 


law: Why then might one Attribute fay to another, we 
are pleaſed, and with one conſent let it be proclaimed 


pn earth that the Lord is pleaſed for his righteouſneſs 


ſake; for he bath magnified the law, and made it ho- 


| pourable. And now the great affair of man's ſal vation 


is ſo well concerted and contrived, that God may have 


| mercy upon them, and be at peace with poor ſinners, 


without any wrong to bis truth and righteonſneſs. The 
Attributes of God have met and agreed and ſealed their 
pgreament wit —— infinite kindriels, harmony, and 
ſatisfaction. ercy and truth are met together, righ- 
f teouſneſs and peace Chinds kiſſed each other. 

Now I may ſpeak to this purpoſe a little more fully, 


| the method.I propoſe i ie, 


- 1. To touch a little at this auellion, who are the 


members of the meeting, of what are theſe Attributes 
of God, which do thus harmonioufly conſpire thgother, 
propaſing their various claims. 


2. I would. enquire when and where it is that they 


, meet together, and embrace one another. 


3. Bow and after what manner it is that hey meet 


together, and kiſs one another. 


4. Why: or for what reaſon it is that they hare n met 
us barmoniouſly. - | 

5. Make ſome application. 
PE 2. I vould ſpeak a little to the members of this meet- 
ing of the Attributes of God that thus harmonouſly 


. conſpire together. We need not aſk at whoſe inſtance 


this meeting is called, it is at the inſtance and by the 


order of Jehovah; Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, one 
God; his ſovereign will and pleaſure, reſolving, in 2 


manber like himſelf; to concert with himſelf ; neither 


heed we aſk, what is the occaſion of the meeting, why. 
man had fined; and all mankind by their fin, was in- 
volved under the eurſe of the law, and wrath of God; 


and yet God hath refolved and declared, for the glory 


* 


. 1 grace and mercy, to to fave a a | worle of a HE 


* 
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#tcording to the foreknowledge of God: And while 
grace, mercy and peace are upon this loving plot of ſa- 


ving ſinners, it was fit that 7uftice truth and righteouſneſs 
ſhould be called into the ſame council, to appear for their 
intereſt : ſince the propoſal of ſuch a ſalvation of ſinners 


ſeems to encroach upon their honour, which required the 
- vengeance due to be executed upon the ſinner. Well, 
the meeting being called, compear theſe glorious per- 


fections. Mercy, truth, righteouſneſs and peace, 


mercy. and peace full of pity, truth and juſtice full of 


fury, which 'made a ſeeming controverſy in heaven. 


We may-ſuppoſe Adam arraigned in the name of all 


mankind, and ſtanding as a trembling pannel; yea, his 
very tongue chained'up in ſilence, by reaſon of fin and 
guilt, ſentenced to eternal death, and ready to have the 
ſentence executed upon him and all his poſterity. We 


may ſuppoſe next, the ſeveral members of the meeting 
opening the aſſembly, by putting in their ſevera claims; 


and we may notice them in the order of the texkt. 

1. Mercy, being full of pity towards the miſerable, 
comes walking along in the cool of the evening, and 
meekly craving leave to ſpeak ; notwithſtanding that 


truth and juſtice be preſent at the meeting. It is true, 


fays mercy, that man hath ſinned, and juſt that man 
ſhould die; but art not thou; O Lord full of pity and 


compaſſion, The Lord, the Lord, God pardoning ini- 
quity, tranſgreſſien and ſin.“ What tho' man hath 


ſinned, and is all over baſmeared with mire and blood, 


yet look upon him in love, and deſtroy not the works ok 


thy own hands; he was made a child after thy own image, 
tho” now his garment be rent and all bloody; yet ſee, is not 


this thy Son's coat? Joſeph is gone, and wilt thou loie | 


Benjamin alſo? Angels are gone, and ſhall men be loſt 
alſo? Miriads of Angels are ſallen, and that irrecoverably,. 
and ſhall man periſh alſo? O ſpare him? is he not a little 
one? and his ſoul ſhall live. I ſee, might mercy fay, that 


truth righteouſneſs or juſtice, which have the poor finner 


_ In their chains, are hete preſent ready to ſpeak in this at- 
ſembly for their intereſt and honour againſt criminals :. 
But let it be marked in the imiputes of this court, that 
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mercy craves to be magnified, and muſt have honour 28 
this meeting, well, mercy having ſpoken her mind, 

2. Truth comes in naked and open- mouthed, in fa- 
vours of God's faithfulneſs, and in oppoſition to man's 
peifidy- apd treachery, ſaying, I have heard what mercy 
_ craves in favour of this criminal; But O thou faithful. 
and true God! The word is gone out of thy-mouth, and 
there is no-revoking of it: Thou baſt ſaid: to Adam, in 
the day thou eateſt thou ſhalt ſurely die, and now he 
hath eaten, he hath ſinned, and ſhall he not die? What, 
is there yea and nay with God, who hath faithfulneſs 
for the girdle of his loins, muſt not God's word of threat- 
ening take effect; Tea heaven and earth foall paſs away, 
but a jot of his word ſhall not fall to the ground: Aud 
therefore, whatever be the demand of mercy, let it be 
marked in the recordę of this meeting, that truth craves 
to be magnified, and that its honour be not infripged in 
the leaſt by any claim or plea, that mercy hath brought 


0 in. Well, truth hath ſpoken, gires way to her liter. 


ij]. © the rebel inner; Righteouſneſs, I ſay, -bringeth her ſcale 
in her hand, in which ſhe hath tried him, and found him 
I lighter than vanity itſels; he is weighed-in her balance 
and found wanting: yea, not only wanting and deſtitute- 
of all that perfection and obedience that the law requir- 
gc d, but full of all that rebellion which the law diſcharged, 


' - ſentence of eternal death; And therefore, ſays righte- 
diulneſs, O thou inſinitely rigbteous and juſt judge, mer- ns 


juſtice; and thereupon, 2 
3. Righteouſneſs or juſtice comes in and pleads int 


j 15 having ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God: and 2 
| Jo is 8 ſubjected to the ſanction of the law and ai 


cy can have no hearing. in this court, to the prejudice of pe. 
thy honour and glory, as a juſt and righteous. God, as 
trüth Ras pronounced the ſentence of wrath and ven- cot 


[ e !ance againſt fin; ſo, if thou be 2-juft God, thy infinite ber 


b to the full: This pannel is my priſoner, and looſed he 
— ſhall not be till; L. get full ſatisfaction, and my ſword be 


vengeance due to ſuch an infinite evil muſt be execute que 


drunk with blood, for vengeance is mine, ande uill re- for 
pay it ſaith the Lord; and I will by no means claar the ere 
1 2 259. And therefore let i be regiſtrate in . eau E. 


. 


> 


tw 0 


* 
F 


CCC | 
chat righteouſneſs craves to be magnified, and juſtice to 


He glorified in a full fatisfafQtion ; and this is claimed and 
demanded in the name of the righteous and juſt judge 
of the univerſe; and ſhall not the judge of all the earth 
do right! Here is the language of juſtice. What then? 
O ſhall the demand of mercy be utterly run down by 
theſe powerful oppoling pleas of truth and righteouſneſs? 
is there no friend in this court to take mercy's part; yea, 
there is, therefore, | „„ | 
4. Peace immediately ſteps in with an olive branch 
-in her hand, ſaying fury is not in me, and may I ſpeak- 
a word in bebalf of forlorn mankind? May I offer a 
meek anſwer to the claim of truth and righteouſneſs, 
which they have advanced in oppoſition to the demand 
of mercy, for a ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath. Well, 
peace being allowed a hearing, propoſes a healing over- - 
ture, ſaying, O thou God of peace! may not an atone- 
ment be made, a reconciliation thought of betwixt thy 
Majeſty and thy creature, may not one be ſound out teſtand 
in the gap and bear off this wrath, to become ſurety for 
this great debtor, to acquit and liberate this poor miſer- 
able prifoner and criminal? may not one be found cut 
that will make vp the breach; by vindicating the honour 
of truth, and 1atisfying the demand of 7uftice ; and fo 
making way for the claim of mercy, and then all differ= 
ence may be peaceably compoſed, ſo as we may harmo- 
niouſly agree, and kiſs one another: O! may not then 
a peace-maker be found out in whom we may find alt 
our demands ſatisfied at once, without prejudicing ons 
another; why, if ſuch an one can be found, ſurely his 
name ſhall be called Wonderful, counſellor, the Prince of  \ 
peace. Well, the overture and propoſal of peace being 
recorded among the reſt of the archives of the glorious 
court, and if being ſuch a peaceable overture, no mem- 
ber of the meeting could diſapprove it; But the great 
queſtion then is, how it could be effectuate, for if one 
man ſin againſt another, a man might determine it; bur 


ita man fin zgainſt Jehovah, who ſhall intreat for him? 


for hen infinite majeſty is offended, who among finite 
creatures is able to ſatisſy it; or, What can counter= | 
ail the king's loſs? wherewith then ſhall he come 

CE $2 


3 . | 

before the Lord, or bow himſelf before the Moſt Higu 
© God? Will thouſands of rams do it, or ten thouſand. 
© of rivets oſ oil, or the fruit of the body, for the fin of 


|  - * the ſoul:” No, no, ſacrifice and offering thou wouldeſt 
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not, for it is impoſſible that the blood of bulls or of 
goats ſhould take away fins. Heb. x. 5, What then, 
will angels become ſurety for the fin ot man? No, no, 
tho? they had a will they have not power, they have but 
oil enough in their veſſels for their own lamps. What 
then ſhall be dene? Why might peace ſay, let us not 
ſtand in a demute, we have infinite wiſdom here pre- 
ſent with us at this meeting, let us hear her judgment 
anent this peaceable propeſal, if it be poſſible that ſuct; 
=. perſon can be found, in whom we may harmoniouſly 
center at laſt. Then wiſdom fits down upon the privy 
council bench, and being full of eyes, does gravely de- 
termine this doubtſul caſe with a happy iſſue. It is 
expedient, ſays wiſdom, That one die for, the people, 
that the whole nation of mankind periſh not, but he 
mult be ſuch a righteous one that can juſtify many; 
Fea, he that will undertake this, muſt be' finite, that 
hne may die, and infinite that he may conquer death, 
and fatisfy infinite juſtice ; but lo, there is none ſuch to 
be found among all the creatures that ever God made, 
- neither can ſuch an one be found unleſs the Son of 
God himſelf, the ſecond perſon of the glorious Trinity 
mall be pleaſed; by an unieakable myſtery, to become 
fleſh, made of a woman, Made under the law, to re- 
£ deeni them that are under the law, that they may re- 
£ cave the adoption of ſons,” Cal. iv. 4. That fo, When 
be that hath no fin ſhall become fin ſor. man; man who 
Bath no righteouſneſs, may become the righteouſneſs 
of God * him,“ 2 Cor. v. laſt and thus mercy 
may be magnified, truth juſtilied, righteovſneſs cleared, 
juſtise ſatisſicd, peace concluded: and all contented. 
5 Wiſdom having determined how this propoſal of peace 
might be ee, all parties hearkened, as; it were 
with pleaſure and willingly: ſubſcribed to the happy. 
overture, and then heaven and earth conſpired togethe 
_ in ſolemn thanſgiving, ſaz ing, Glory be to God 1} - 
the bigbeſt, on earth peace, and good will towards 


men.“ Thus the jarring Attributes of God are naw 
reconciled, and behold, the members of the meeting 

that ſeemed to be at the greateſt variance, are em brac- 

ing one another in their arms, Mercy and truth are met 


r ww, 15 
The ſecond thing was, when and where Cid theſe 
bleſſed parties meet together? when we ſpeak of a re- 
markable meeting, it is uſual to enquire into the time 
and place of the meeting; Now the place where and the 
time when, as to this wonderful meeting, are two queſ- 
tion, which I put together, for they may be both an- 
ſwered at once, becauſe of their near relation. | 
t. Then in general, the meeting place, or place of 
the meeting is Chriſt, and time of the meeting was when. 
Chriſt put himſelf in our room, or ſubſtitute himſelf - 
in the place of the ſinner, to anſwer the demand of 
| all the members of the meeting that had any objection 
againſt our ſalyation, or any thing to lay to our charge; 


, = where then, and when did they meet together and kiſs 
each other? Why, it was even in Chriſt, when he took | 
tour law-room to pay our debt, and purchaſe our liberty 
„in ſuch a manner, as mercy and peace might have their 
j intetreſt advanced, without injury to truth and. righ- 


„ teouſneſs, that mercy might vent to the credit of truth, 
and peace might be proclaimed to the honour of righ- 
y | teovineſs, and the finner ſaved to the ſatisfaction of 
ef juſtice. They meet together, and embrace each other 
Tin him, as the furety, The ſuzety of the better, Teſta- 
„met, Heb. vii. 22. We were debtors to thy manda« 
all tory and minatory part of the law, arraigned at the in- 
off fiance of divine juſtice to pay the debt. Chriſt ſubſli- 
{fl -tutes himſelf in our room, comes under the law to pay 
cr} the whole debt: it is true, the debt was. perſonal, and 
di juſtice bad a demand upon the perſon; that ſinned, by 
dl virtue of the covenant of works, but that covenant ne- 
ce] -vEr.exciuded a ſurety, though it provided nene. The 
rel law promiſed liſe upon our perſonal obedience, but in 
vl caſe we fail it revealed no ſurety to make out an obedi- 
ch ence in our room: there behoved indeed to be SIE 
in reſerve in the covenant of works, whereby the perfect 
Till bedience of another was not excluded: For if the c- 


\venant of works had a Wag de e brety' in out 
room, then the covenant of grace had been excluded, 
"and our falvation had been impoſſible, after our fall; 
but tho' the covenant of works did mot exclude a ſurety, 
5 that covenant did neither provide nor reveal a ſurety, 
is is done in the covenant of grace, which is Chriſt, 
28 ſurety, fulfilling for us the covenant of works, in all 
the articles of it. Now, is truth and faithfulneſs at any 
Joſs here? No, the truth of the promiſe and threatening 
both, of the law of works is fulfilled. On the one hand, 
the promiſe of eternal life made to perfect obedience, 
©zwhich tho* we forfeited in our own perſon, yet we re- 
Cover in the perſon of Chriſt : the promiſe of life, upon 
the ground and condition of perfect obedience, being 
fulfilled to us in him, who hath yeilded that perfect 
"obedience in our room. On the other hard, divine 
truth and faithfulneſs, in the threatening of the law, 
Which was death, is glorified in that it is fulfilled upon 
- the ſurety; while we, who came under the ſentence of 
death in the firſt Adam, undergo that death in the ſe- 
cond; Again, is righteouſneſs and juſtice at any loſs 
by 1 this 'furety in our room? No, no, whither we look 
it as vindiCtive or retributive juſtice; vindiCtive 
Juice is diſplayed in its outmoſt ſeverity upon Chriſt ; 
Awake, O fword 28ainſt my Shepherd, and the man 
that is my Fellow.“ And 10 the ſword is drunk in his 
Blood, to infinite fatisfaction. Retributive juftice is 
'glorioully diſplayed alto in the ſinners being rewarded, 
. Wc" faved, upon this ground. It is true, might 
Jjuſtice ſay, I could have dem̃anded ſatisfaction ufon the 
Finner himſelf in his own perfon, but as I can ſuſtain 
vn 0 injury to my honour Ly ſuch a ſurety as this, whom I 
1 they call Immanuel, God- man, fo I find my bonour and 
Intereſt, inſtead" of 'being impaired, is advanced by this 
| exchange of perſons, f for tho' 1 ſhould damn the finner ö 
ne 
| 
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to all eternity, Fil never get ſuch full and complete fa- 
*tiefaQtion upon any finite creatufe, as 1 will Kt by one 
ſtroke of my avenging ſword upon that perſon of inf 
nite fe, and ' ſo it pleaſed the Lord to bruife him. 


- Wh © they meet together and embiacewwnelants 


Col er mc as ſurety,” and if truth and ee 
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be both, pleaſed to the full, the parties cannbt but ali 
agree, and embrace each other. Again they meet to- 
gether and embrace one another in him, as a ſacrifice; 
A facrifice gnd offering of a ſweet ſmelling favour, 
« unto God, £ph. v. 2. why, He offered up himſelf by: - ; 
the eternal Spirit,” O great! Even by his eternal God- 
head; a valuable ſacrifice indeed! They meet together 
in him as a propitiation, Rom iti. 25. hom God hath” 


fet forth to be a propitiation thro' faith in his blood to 


declare his righteouſneſs, &c. Behold him righteous in 
ſhewing mercy, here is the atonement, the propitiation- 


that very word which the Septuagint calls the mercy» my 


ſeat in the Old- Teſtament: and it is the word that the: 
poor, publican made uſe of when he was ſeeking mercy, 
ſaying, God be meciful unto me a inner- | He had mind- 


of this, this mercy-ſcat and propitiation, it is not ſimple 


mercy that he ſopght, but mercy through a propitiation: 
he looked to the blood of atonement io the ſacriſiced 
Lamb of God, ſaying, Give me mercy for this, by that 
ſolemn propitiation, be thou propitious to me. Here it 
is that mercy and juſtice- meet together: they meet to- 
gether in him as a ranſom, Jeb xxxiti: 24. deliver his 
ſoul from going down to the pit, I have found a ranſom. 
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DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. 
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Merey and Truth are met together, Righ- 
teouſneſs and Peace have kifled each other. 


Na- word they have met together, and kiſſed one au- 
other in a crucified Chriſt, whoſe death was the pay- 


ent of our debt, the puniſhment of our ſm, -the-price” _ 
our redemption, and a purchaſe of our life, liberty, 


* TO " * — 


| „ Hoy” © EPS ' 16 ; As : ö * ; 
and eternal ſalvation. Here is the meeting place then 


of theſe glorious periections of God: here is the perſon 


in whom they center, that they may be all glorified to 
the higheſt, mercy, truth, righteouſneſs and peace, all 
are pleaſed; Mercy is gratiſied, and conſtitutes him to 
be the mercy-ſeat, Truth is ſatisfied, and centers in 
him as the way, the truth and the life. - Rightecuſneſs 
is contented, and declares him to be the Lord, our righ- 
teouſnefs.. Peace is perfected, and-proclaims him to be 
the Prince of peace; yea, not only are all the members 
of the meeting pleaſed and ſatisfied tor themſelves; in 
- theadvancementof their own particular intereſts but they 
are infinitely well pleaſed in each other; and that the 
Intereſts of their ſeemingly oppoſite parties, are advan- 
ced; as well as their own particular claims. Mercy is 
pleaſed that truth hath got all its demands, and truth is 
"pleaſed: that mercy hath got all her defire, and righte- 
oulvets is pleaſed that peace is proclaimed ;-and peace is 
Pleaſed that righteouſneſs is honoured. Mercy and peace 
+ rejoice that they are mapnified to the infinite glory cf 
truth and Tighteouſneſs, and truth and-righteouſneſs re- 
joice, that they are-glorificd to the infinite pleaſure of 
mercy and peace: and hence they not only meet toge- 
ther, but kiſs one another. Here you ſee where they 
meet together. So much for an anſwer thereto more ge- 
T 
1. More particularly, as to the meeting time, you may 
take theſe following particulars for further clearing of it. 
Although this blefled meeting, once taking place, is ſtil: 
continued, and fo cannot be ſaid properly to adjourn 
from time to time, and from place to place; for this al- 


ſembly never diſſolves, yet-in a ſuitahleneſs to our weak: 


capacity and ſinite underſtanding, which cannot rightly 


conceive of a meeting that never had a time to meet; 


_ beeauſe they met in eternity, and never hall have a time 
to part, becauſe they meet to eternity. We cannot con- 
<eive of it, I ſay but by taking it, as it were, into ſo many 
parts, or ronſidering it in ſo many periods, and there are 
"theſe eight rednatkable periods, wherein mercy and 


"peace meet with truth and righteouſneſs and kiſs cach 
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. The firk remarkable period is this, they meet to- 
erher at the council table of the covenant of redemp- 
tion, from all eternity, before ever the foundation of the 
-world was laid; ere ever the morning ſtars fan g rogether, 
| Mercy and Truth met together, Ri. ateouſneſs and Peace 
kiſſed each other, for the counci of peace did then meet, 
Zech. vi: 13 and all was concer.ed by infinite wiſdom, 


bow Mercy ſhould be magnified,  U'ruth cleared, Righ- 


teouſueſs vindicated, and Peace conciuded, and all in 
Chriſt, who according to the tenot of that covenant 
whereof the covenant of grac- is but a tranſcript) was to 
give his foul an offering for ſin, and then. was to ſee his 
ſeed and the pleaſure of the Lord to proſper in his hand. 


Then it was that this pleaſant meeting in him was firft 


conſtitute, as you may fee, Prov. viii. 30, 31. be being 


| ſet up from everlaſting, ere ever the earth was; God in 


all his glorious perfections was delighted. in him and in 
him his delights were with the ſons of men. This was 
the grand meeting, at which the time and place of all 


the ſubſequent meetings were concerted, and all the other 


particulars we are to mention are bur the reſult of this, 
and as it were emanations therefrom ; for it is a meeting 
that never diffolves, tho? in feveral periods it appears like 
a new meeting unto me. Therefore, © 7 
2. Another remarkable period is their meeting toge- 
ther in the garden of Eden after man had male himſelf 
naked and obnoxious to the flaming ſword of divine 
juſtice. Mercy comes walking in the garden in the cool 


of the day, and the guilty pannel being examined im open 


tence that was pronounced, The ſeed of the woman 
6 ſhall bruiſe the head of the ſerpent,” Gen. iii. 15. Be- 
hold righteouſneſs and peace kiſs one another. in the righ= 
teous vengeance that was to execute upon the devil and 
lis.works, in order to effectuate a happy peace betwixt 
God and man. This meeting was gradually eltared up 
under the Old Teſtament : and in he legal facrilice, 


court; behold, Mercy and Truth meet in the be ſen- 


Os 


pointing out the great propitiatory ſacr fice :. 


3 


J. Another remarkable period is their meeting toge· : 


ther at Beiblabem Ephratah upon Chrift's incarnations 


Micah v. 2, 4, 5, Ce. 5 


Nat. iii. 13, 16, 17, C. 


* 4 : " - 


ll here was 


4. Another remarkable period is their meeting toge- 


ther at the banks of Jordan, when Chriſt was baptized, 


7 


- 


. Another remarkable period is their meeting toge- 


"ther in the garden of Geth/emane, when Chriſt being in 


agony, did ſweet great drops of blood under the preſſure 
of avenging juſtice, every drop of blood was an ocean of 


mercy, and while he was preſt in the wine-preſs of God's 


wrath, Mercy was expreſſed. No mercy to Chriſt, ſor 
God ſpared not his own Son, even when he cried, mer- 


ey, mercy, God's mercy, ſaying Father, if it be thy will, 


remove this cup from me. No, no mercy was ſhown to 


Him, otherways no mercy had been ſhown to us, juflice 
muſt have its due from him, that mercy might vent to- 
Wards us; and fo here Mercy and Truth meet together. 


6. Another remarkable period is their meeting on 


mount Calvary where Chriſt was crucified. It was upon 


the croſs of Chiiſt that mercy and truth met together, 
that righteouſneſs and peace kifled each other; for there 


it was that he paid all the elect's debt to the laſt farthing 


that Truth and Righteouſneſs could demand, until He 
cried with a loud voice, and faid, it is finiſhed. Hav- 
ing done all that the law could enjoin, be ſuffered all 
that the law could threaten; ſo as it cannot crave a far- 
thing more. It is finiſhed all that was ſtipulated for with 
the Father in that federal tranſaction, all that was promiſed 
In that eternal compact is finiſhed, every article agreed to 
in the council of peace was finiſhed. The bargain that he 
had ſigned was with his hand, he now ſealed with his 
blood; and in this appearance upon the croſs, or in his 


[| - - obedience to the death did all the Attributes of God meet, 
as in à centte; and on this account was mount Calvary more 
glorious than mount Sinai; for in mount Sinai God ap- 


peated in his terrible majeſty, making the mountain to 
tremble and the earth to ſbake; but here in mount Ca! 


Vary, be appeared not only in his terrible majeſty, but 


in his tender mercy ; in his terrible fury againſt fin, and 
ii his tender favour towards the ſinner: and now, the 


Fr e juſtice and mercy ſeems at a cribs ; 
ere was the critical juncture, wherein their different. ! 
demands behoved to be decided; and it was Gone with Bf 
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ſuch + a folemnity as made 5 whole univerſe, as it were 
to tremble and quake: ſor then did God ſhake, not the 
earth only, but alſo the heaven: for when Chriſt, was 
under the mighty load of terrible wrath in the>ſinner's 
room, there was a great eafthquake, and the heavens 
grew black, the ſun was eclipſed; and that at a time 
contrary to the common rules of nature, which made a 
Heathen philoſopher at a diſtance, cry out, © that either 
the frame of nature was on the point of a diſſolution 
© or the God of nature was ſuffering ! And indeed be 
was ſuffering unto blood and unto death. Behold the 
hving and cternal GOD here in our nature wounded to 

death; and bleeding out his life, to be a facrifics for fin 
tat juſtice might be ſatisfied, and mercy might be mag- 

nified and all the Attributes of GOD glorified to the 
tigheſt. O wonder! that Colgotha, the place of a ſcull 
| would be ſuch a famous meeting place for the divine 

perfections. It was a place of the greateſt ſhame and 

ignominy, but in him who endured the croſs, and 

« diſpiſed the ſhame,” it was made a place of moſt rel- 


plendent glory; for on the croſs of Chrift, Mercy an 


Fruth, Righteouſneſs and Peace met and embraced each. 


other.” God's Attributes did harmonioully join together, 


ſo that the one does not blacken, but illuſtrate the glory 


of the other; while they ſhined gloriouſly in the fate of. | 


Chriſt crutified, as a beautiful and bright conſtellation z 
for he was ſet forth to be a ropitiation to declare. the 
1ghteouſneſs and juſtice of God, together with bis other 
glorious names. 

Another remarkable e is their meeting toges/ 
ther at the bar. of GOD's great juſtice court in heaven, 


within the vail, whether the forerunner hath. for us i 


entered, even Jeſos, Heb. vi. laſt. When Chrift Was 


upon the crofs, © The vail of the temple was rent in_ 


(twain, from the top to the bottom;” and a way was 
made for entering into the holy of holies; and as the 

priefts under the law were not only to offer the facrifice;_ _ 
without the camp, but after that, were to enter the ha- 


_ Wieſt of all, not without blood, but with the blood of the 
Aiacrifice, © to ſprinkle the mercy-ſcat, Lev. xvi. 14, IS... 
Eren fo Chriſt having offered himſelf a ſacrifice, and 
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4 ſuffered without the gate, Heb. xiii. 12.. He is entered 
into the holy place by his own blood.“ Heb. ix. 12. 
there to appea as our high prieſt in the power and vit- 
Tue of his blood, to make a full atonement, and ſprinkle 
the mercy-ſeat. Hence believers are ſaid to be come 
to Jeſus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the 

s blood of ſprinkling,” and where is this? Even in hea- 
ven as you ſee in the context, Heb. xii. 23, 24. Now 
in this work Chriſt carried the price of his blood into 
_ © the very preſence of God for us, Heb. ix. 24. and paid 
it down before him; and in this act, juſtice hath its ſatis- 
faction brought home, and by this act, Mercy and juſtice 
Actually are met; ſor hereby Chriſt ſprinkled the very 
merey ſeat with blood, all over, both upon it, and before 
Ity as the forecited Lev. xvi repreſents; For the mercy- 
feat of old ſtood fo, that it could be ſeen but two ways, 
namely, upon it and before it, and as a table next to the 
wall, and ſo this points out, that what ever way we look 
to mercy by faith, we may ſee mercy and blood mixt, 
Mercy and Juſtice met together, and all forts of mercy 
conveyed, thro? the blood of Chriſt, top mercies, and ſide 
- mercies, upper mercies of a ſpiritual nature, and Jower 
mercies * a, temporal nature, for the mercy-ſeat is 

| 3 with blood upon it, and before it, and what. 
er way you look to it. The ſacrifice was finiſhed 

on the croſs, and all ſacrifice finiſhed therein, but the 
blobd of the ſacriſices behoved alſo to be carried within 
the vail in order to the full atonement, that which was 
Written in blood upon the croſe, might be ſealed in the 
preſence | of God at the heavenly bar; and we act not our 
Jaith fr. enough for redemption, vnleſs we follow Chriſt 
from the croſs to the bar of God's juſtice court in heaven 
10 fee all ſealed and ſecured there within the vail, where 
this blood is expoſed as it were, and pled at the bar : 
where. 8 Mercy and Juſtice met together, and ene 

ch other.“. 

7 Another N period! is their meeting toge- 
£7 at the bar of conſcience, God's lower court on the 
day of actual reconciliation betwixt God and the finner; 
— then, the bleod of Chriſt, wh through the eternal 
8 e did e wat without PTS: Gods th, tube 
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the conſcience, Heb. ix. 14. And the blood of ſprinkling, 
awherewith the canſcience is purged from dead works 10 
ferve the living Cod, doth put forth its purgative power 


and virtue by a certain internal ſpeech ; and what doth it 


ipeak in the conſcience ? It ſpeaks better things than the 
bleed of Abel, that ſpeaks vengeance, but this ſpeaks 
Mercy and Peace, in conjunCtion with Truth, Rigbte- 
ouſneſs, and juſtice; For wherever juſtice ſatisfying 


blood cries for Mercy and Peace, there Mercy and Truth 
Righteouſneſs and Peace meet and embrace eachother. This 


blood is the cement whereby they are joined together : 


before this blood be applied, the conſcience of the con- 


vinced ſinner is all in a flame like mount Sinai; Thun- 
der and lightning. and ſmoke and darkneſs and the ſear 
of bell and vengeance, comp: ſlisg the foul about while 


it is arraigned at the inſtance of the fiery law, to pay the 


double debt to the mandatory and minatory part of the 
law, that is perfect obedience upon the pain of eternal death 
and damnation. Ihe ſinner finds himſelf loſt and undone 


for ever by the law: but then, when ever the blood of 


ſprinkling comes in, and appears at the har of conſcience 
it ſpeaks better things; it is a better ſpeaker than the law: 


And what ſays it? Why, the language of it is, with your | 


leave, O law, you have nothing to crave, for Chriſt the 


Son of God was arraigned at the inſtance of divine juf- | 
tice, to, pay all this debt, becauſe he was the ſinners 


ſurety and ſubliance, and he actually paid it, by obey- 


ing the command, and undergoing the penalty of the 


law; and for this | produce the ancient records of God, 
In the volume of his book, it is written of Chriſt, that 


when ſacrifice and gering would not. He ſnid, Lo, 1 


tome, I leligbt to do thy will: and that the Lord hath 


laid on him the iniquity of us all, That he was. made. 4 
curſe fer us, yea, that he was made ſin for us even he 


ho knew" no Jin, that we might become the righteaufneſs . 
of. God in him: And therefore, O law, though thou haſt: 


truth and Rigbteoufneſs on thy ſide, yet Truth and 


Righteouſneſs haye met with Mercy and Peace, and they 
have concerted matters and agreed harmonisuſly, an 


| Kifled: one another, in token of their full agreement in 
aus, ſo that in Chriſt all charges are an{weredy and 


" 
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| rbus in the believer's conſcience all parties meet tor 2= 
ther. 

3. The third thing propoſed; was how and aſter what 
manner is it, that they meet together, and kiſs each 
other We are ro conceive of it after the manner of 
| | God; for it is more than a meeting of ſaints, it is more 


than! a meeting of angels, it is a divine mecting of all the 


glorious Attributes of God, and we may notice theſe 
following qualities Wie 
1. It it is a wonderſul and myſterious meeting, it is 
above our comprehenſion; O how wonderful 2 meeting 
is this! The very name of the perſor, that is made the 
J triſting place, the meeting place is called wonderſul, Ia. 


ix. 6. Becauſe the meeting is about us, His name is 


called Immanuel, Cod with us, O how myſterious i in this 
meeting! Great is the myſtery of gadlineſs, God mani- 


[ Fefted in the fleſh, © Lim iii. 10. Chat is all the Attri- 


dutes of God meeting together, and harmonieuſly em- 


bracing one another in the eternal Sen of God, who 


hath aſſumed our nature into his own perſonality; this 


in heaven or earth. 


2. It is a joyful/ meeting, they meet wii Wend ä 


pleaſure and ſatisfaction in one another. Behold my 
Servant, whom trupheld, mine elect iu whom my ſoul 
delighteth, Iſaiah xlii. 1. As the perſeCtions of God are 


is the moſt ee en rr meeting that ever was 


glorified in Chr iſt, ſo they tejoice and are delighted in 


Il. him, For Jehovah is well pleaſed for his rig bteouſneſs . 


| Jake, and therefore the pleaſure of the Lerd ſball prof- 
per in his hand and he hall fee the travel of his foul und 


be ſatisfied.” Surely, if God hath his pleaſure, and Chriſt 


his ſatisfaction, no Attribute of the divine mejeſty, no 


member of the meeting is dilpleaſed or out of bumbur; 
no, no, This is my beloveil Son in bhom l am well pleaſ 


ed. My juſtice is pleaſed, my mercy is plea ale, and a 
my other Attributes are plexſed;-: O it is a desctlome 


o _ 


pleaſant-and joyful meeting ! may all that heat me be 


well'pleaſed to-ſee it, no joyful meeting, but-what bath 


li reſpect to this. 5 


3. It is à holy ei Some meetings Ade 5 | 


| | | 1 heartſorye: meetings, yet ate very! unhol 7 ir” 


> 
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and ſi nful meetings, but Pe is an infinitely holy meet- 
ing, Holineſs ta the Lord is the motto of it. A meeting 
of holy ſaints and boly angels is not ſuch a holy, meet- 
ing as this meeting of the holy Attributes of God to ad- 
vance the great delign of infinite holineſs : All the holy 
meetings that ever were or will be, are the. reſult of this, 
and the effect of ſome portion of holineſs ſent from it, 
ſor all holineſs iſſues trom it. Here Mercy and Truth 
meet together in a holy manner, Righteouſneſs. and 
Peace ſalute each other in à holy way, and greet one 
another with a holy kiſs. 

4. It is a happy meeting, all happineſs * bleſſings 
— from this meeting; Chriſt the, meeting place is the 
center of. all ſpiritual ble ings, Eph. i. 3. Many, un- 
happy meetings have been in the world * hn entered 
into it, and ſinful unholy meetings are always miſerable 
and unbappy meetings, but this boly meeting muſt be 
a happy meeting, and this holy kiſs muſt be a happy kiſs. 
if Mercy and Iruth bad not met together, we had never 
- raet with God, if righteouſneſs and peace had never 
kiſſed each other, we had never got a kiſs of the fait 
face of the Son of God, nor never been taken i into the 
divine embraces. uy 

It is a free meeting, Mercy and Truth met toge⸗ 
ths freely, without being conſtrained, Righteouſneſs 
and Peace kiſſed each other freely, without: being forced. 
No motive from without. could ever take place to move 
God to call this meeting from eternity: it was according 
to his own purpoſe and grace, which is given us in Chriſt. 
Jeſus before the world began. 2 Tim. i. 9. Free ſove- 
reign grace is the original of the meeting. It is alſo 
ſuch a free aſſembly, where every member mighty freely 
ſpeak, and not one to interrupt another, as is uſual in 
meetings among men, where ſome cry one thing, and 
lome another, in a confuſed manner, like that aſſembly, 
Ads ix. 32. where it is ſaid; The aſſembly was confuſed, 
Land the greater part knew not wherefore they were met 


. ] (agether, and ſome cried one thing, and ſome another. 


No, this meeting is free in oppolttion both to all con- 


9 ſlcaiut and compulſion from without, and to all confu- 


0 and commotion from within; where ſovereigu ſtee 


. | | „ * 
grace is the maſter conveener, there can be no compul- 
lion, and where the God of order is the great manager, 
there could be no confuſion, and where the God of peace 
was all in all, there could be no diſſention. Therefore, 
6. It is a harmonious meeting, whatever different 
claims and pretenfions the members of the meeting ſee in 
to have, yet they harmonioufly concur in advancing one 
another's honour and glory, and hence, as they mutually 
Meet together, ſo they aſſectionately embrace one ano- 
ther; there was no diſcord at this afſembly; no proper 
| variance or ſtriving for ſtate, but gloriouſly conſpire with 
Joint hearts and hands, to glorify each other in the ſal- 


divine effence is undivided, and as there are three tha: 
Bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word and the Spi- 
.rit; and theſe three are one. So the Attributes of God, 
however manifold to our apprehenſion, yet there is no 
diviſion among them, they are all one, and their con- 


manifold wiſdom of God; The manifold petfections of 


one: Tho it is a full meeting. and all parties preſent, 
yet there is no war, no jar, no diſſention, no diviſion, 
but all harmony and concord, and love and affection: 
it is the moſt peaceable meeting that ever was. And yet, 


will there be ſuch a bloody meeting in heaven or earth, 
the mercy-ſcat muſt be ſprinkled with blood, Mercy 
cannot be vented without blood, Truth cannot be cleared 
without blood, Righteouſneſs cannot be vindicated with- 
out blood, and Peace cannot be purchaſed without blood; 
wit hour ſhedding of blood there ts no remiſſion, no mercy 
to be vented, no peace to be prociaimed, Chriſt hath 
made peace by the blood of his croſs, Col. i. 20.— A bloody 
i Suſband haſt thou been unto me, ſaid Zipporah; but O 
Wo bow much more may Chriſt ſay, a bloody meeting hath 


it with dyed garments from Bozrah, Ifa. Ixiii. 1. Why, 
i _ whatis the matter that this gat ment is dyed with blood: 


vacion of a company of ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt... The 


fpiring together in Chriſt for our redemption, is called 


Sod meet together in one, with one conſent and with. 
one heart. Behold Mercy and juſtice in one another's 
arms: and ſo cloſe is the embracement, that they are juſt 


F. Its a bloody meeting and never was, and never 


this been unto me! Who is this that cometh from Edom, 


„ 

Why ? ? when * and Truth met a as 5 
ſed to be ſo near one another in him, that they preſſæd 
the blood out of his veins, and ſo it was a bloody meets 
ing: and when BR., ahteouſnets and Peace kl d each o- 
ther, it behoved to 1 51 in Chriſt, and fo tbe {ward of jui- 
tice: behoved to pierce bin thro? and through tbat fo 
theſe ſacred lips might meet and kiſs each other in his 
heart, and ſo it was a bloody kiſs; they k iſſed each other 
wirh ſuch good will; that Chriſt was as it were, bruiſed 
betwixt their lips, that the blood might ce ment and ziue 
them together... One would think, ſuch 3 bloody ifs 
would be.no pleaſant kiſs; nay, but it pleajed the Father 
to bruiſe him, they met rogether on a ſea of blood: thus 
it "ks 2 bloody meeting. Again, 

It is an efficacious meeting, many meet and aſſem- 
bie together, and yet do nothing for their meeting, it is 


do no effect; but here Mercy and Fruth meet together 


efficacioully, co-operatively, all is done at the meeting, 
that God propoſed to be done, and all is done that con- 
cerns the giot y of. God and ſalvation of man; their meet= 
ing. together, 1 18 their working together, ark that to per- 
ſection, Fer Cod the Lord is a rock, and his work is per- 
Jet. Their meeting together, is their building togetner, - 
Pſal. IXxxix. 2, 3s T have ſaid meccy ſhall be built up for 
ver: thy fait Mfulnefs ſhalt thou eftabliſy in the very 
heavens. | I here is Mercy and i ruth both a building, 
and the foundation of the building is laid in Chriſt. 1 
have made a covenant, with. my choſen, &c. 3 
9. Iris * unexpected meeting, it is beyond the ex- | 
ien ol men and angels It friends and intimates 
mould meet, and ſalute one another, it would not. be 


ſurpriſing; but to ſee oppoſites, Antipodes, and Anta- 


goniſts meet, together and embrace each other, this were 
furprifing and unexpected; ſo to ſee light and darknefs, 
love and. enmity, life and death mecting, how unexpec- 
ted were that? Thus it is here, Mercy and Truth, Kigh- 
teouſneſs ard Peace, theſe Attributes of. God, with te- 


. to. us, wers oppoſites and Antipodes. Tae lan- 


guage of Truth and Righteouſneſs is death ad damna- 
5 to the 6rner, the language, of Mercy and Peace is 
e and fal tation to the l and hen Z nner bade 


: * 
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- hirnſelf purſued to death at the inſtance of divine job. 


fice, and the truth and veracity of a God engaged againſt 
Him, according to the threatening of the law. O how 
unexpected a rencounter is it? when he ſinds Mercy 


and Peace meeting with Juſtice and Truth and ſtopping 


the purſuit, according to the promiſe of the goſpel to the 
credit of the oppoſite parties,Yaying, d liver his foul from 
ging down to the pit: I have feund a ranſome, and ſo 
all odds are made even, all oppoſites recoticiled, to the 
infinite ſurpriſe, and beyond the expectatiomof all creat- 
ed beings. No wonder then, upon this meeting diſco- 


vered. the poor ſoul cries, Is this the manner of man, 9 


Tord? © who ts like unto thee! Nay, there is none like 
unto th: God of Jeſhurun, that rides on the heaven for 
their help, and in his excellency en tbe ſties. 

ro. It is an everlaſting, indiſſovable meeting, other 
meetings will adjovrn their meetings from time to time 
and from place to place : yea, other meetings muſt part, 
and when they part, they may never meet again, and 


we that are here met, muſt part, and never all mect 


again, in time, even as ſome others that met toge- 
ther with us the laſt year, are away to eternity. But, 


O this meeting betwixt Mercy and Truth, Righteoul- 


meſs and Peace, it is a meeting where there is no part- 
ing, the meen 1g is from everlaſting to everſaſting, their 


meeting together, and kiſſing each other, is an eternal 


and unchangeable meeting, and ah <ternal.and un- 


| 6 chatigeable kiſs. It is every way like God, without be- 


ginning, without ending, and without ſucceſſion. Whatr- 
ever beginning, iſſue, or increaſe it hath with reſpect 
to its wanifeſtation to us, yet In-it(elf, it is ſtil] the ſame 
2 Chrift Jeſus, Who is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, und 
for ever, Heb. xiii. 8. without any variableneſs-or ſha- 


dow of turning. The meeting never breaks up, it is a 


continued meeting, never to be diſſolved, and there 


they kiſs one another to all eternity, for his mercy. 
© endureth fer ever, and his righteonſne/s tg all genera- 
* Fions ; and becauſe of truth, meekneſs and 1ighteouſneſs, 


in his majeſty he ſhall ride proſperouſſy, and of the en- 


creaſe of his government and peace there ſhall be no 
end. TI hare faid, Mercy ſhall be built up for ever, and I 


— 
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have ſaid, truth ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the heavens. 


Why, what is the meaning of all theſe expreſſions? 
The language is as if one glorious Attribute of Gog, 


ſhould ſay to another, O! the fin of man ſet us all, as 


it were, at variance, and the whole creation knows not 
how to reconcile God with himſelf, if he ſhall fave one 
ſinner; but, behold, we having met together-in Chriſt 
the Righteouſneſs, the ranſom, the atonement, the pro- 


pitiation; having met together, we ſhall never part 
again, having embraced one another in behalf of you, 


poor miſerable ſinners, gut arms ſhall never ſeparate, that 


are claſped together. Mercy and Truth have met toge- 
ther, ſaying, you and I ſhall never part. Righteouſneſs | 
and peace have kiflzd each other, faying, you and 1 ſhall 


never ſunder, nor ſuſpend the embracement, neither 
death nor life, nor hell, nor devils, nor fin itfelf, ſhall 
ever ſeparate us. It 1s a bargain among us, a divine 
match, they have met together by an everlaſting cove- 


nant, ſcaled the bargain with an everlaſting kiſs, and caſt. 
a knot in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, which is the 


band of the union, even Chriſt, for the covenant dees 
ſtand ſaſt with him, Pial. Ixxxix. 28. Where you will alſo 
ice how this everlaſting meeting is eſtabliſhed in Chriſt, 


v. 14. Fuftice aud judgment are the habitation of thy 
throne, or the eſtabhiſhment of thy throne, as it may be 


rendered, and my mercy and truth ſhall go before thy face, 
and v. 21. with him my hand ſhall be eſtabliſbed, and my 
faithfulneſs, and mcrcy ſhall be with him, and v.28. My 
mercy will I keep for him forever. Thus it is an ever- 
laſting meeting. | 4 . 

The fourth thing propoſed, was, why, or ſor what 
reaſons they have met together, and kiſſed each other ? 


| Why hare the perfections of the glorious God conſpited 
ſo harmoniouſly, and met together in ſuch a ſweet ſo- 


lemnity? Surely ſuch a meeting as this muſt have no- 
ble'deſizns in view, and Pl] tell you theſe four reaſons 
of the meeting, or four things that were to be concerted. 
at this great aſſembly, | 8 


+ ” 


1. They met together, to concert meaſures for ad- 


x7 || Yancing the glory of God to the higheſt, This parlja» 


ment of heaven met together upon ways and means, fo 


5 
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bringing in the greateſt revenue of praiſe and glory to 


the crown of heaven, to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 


and all the glorious Attributes of this great and eternal 
God "Thete Atttibutes conſpired harmoniouſly to ſet 
forth and florify themſelves moſt illuftrionſly : They 
met together and kiſſed one another, that they might 


glorify each other. he glory of God was the firſt and 


aſt end of the meeting. What is the chief end of man, 


| but to glorify God, and enjoy him for ever? And, O! 
What is the chief end of God? It is even to plorify him- 


ſelt in all his perfections, and to enjoy himſelf for ever: 
And how does God glorify himſeit moſt brightly ? It is 


| even in Chriſt the meeting place of t':-fe perfections, 


with a view to our redemption, to the praiſe of the glory 


of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 


beloved, Eph. i. 6. And how does he enjoy himſelf moſt 


I ſweetly? It is even in Chriſt, Bebold mine ele, in whom 


my foul delighteth. I was daily his delight, ſays Chriſt, 


WW whils my delight was with the fons of men, Prov. viii. 30. 
bey mec together to put a crown of glory and honour 


upon each cther. Adam's fins and rebellion, and your 


- fin, man, woman, and my fin (O that God diſhonour- 
- ing evil, ſin!) it had pulled off that crown of glory, 25 
it were, from the head of the great King eternal and 
| immortal, and caſten it into the mire, and ſtained it 
Fitch filth and dirt: But, behold, theſe Attributes 


of God meet together to take up the crown, and to rub 
off the duſt and dung that fin had caſt upon it. <p 


— 
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DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. 
From PSALM BF» 


Mercy and Truth are met together, Righ- 


teouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other. 


AND to add ſome ſparkling jewels to that than ever, 

* and ſet it upon the head of their ſovereign, to 
the bigheſt praiſes of his metcy, juſtice truth, nghte-: 
ouſneſs and grace, and love, and holineſs, and wildom 
and all his other excellencies; that men and angels might 
hing and ſay, Clory to God in the higeſt, &c. that all 
the ſaints may ſing a concert, in praiſe of the meet- 


ing betwixt Mercy and n Juſtice ys W lays! 


ings Ffalm lxxxix. RN Hp SS: 
 Tuflice and Abt af thy throne \ > 
Shall be the dwelling- place: e EIS 
| Mercy accompanyd with truth, © „ : 


Shall go before thy face. | 8 
And chat every ſaint might fing the fifty. ſeventh. blu, E:. 
and gth and roth Verſes. ._ |: 2, 
Til praiſe thee moug the TR Wanne 
Mong nations ſing will 1 Ip 
For great to heaven thy mercy Fay 
Thy truth doth reach the 7. 


-They met together to put a crown of Glory Apen | 
the bead of Chtiſt, Heb. ii. 9. in whom they met. This 
aſſembly did conveen for the coronation of the Son off 


= | God; lors he OY humbled Me and brooks chunt 


— 
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unte death, even the death of the croſs, God hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name above every name, 
Bhil. ii. 10. That at the name of JESUS, every knee 
- ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, aud 
"things under the carth, and that every tongue ſbauld 
Confeſs that Jeſus Chrift is Lord, to the Glory of God the 
Father. Chriſt hath glorified the Father, and therefore 
the Father glorified him, John xii. 31, 32. And now is 
the Son cf. man glorified, and God is glorified in bim; 
and if God be glorified in him, God ſhall aifo glorify 
him in himſelf. Him that honouceth me, ! will honour, 
ſays God: and in whom does this take place to perfeg- 
tion? It is in Chriſt, God is honoured moſt highly by 
him; and therefore he is honoured moſt highly of God. 
Amen, ſo let it be ; and ſo ſhall it be And therefore 
It is concetted in that meeting, that all the ſaints (hz!l 
glorify him. Hence that royal edi comes ſorth, Ve is 
thy Lord, worſhip thou him, Pal. xlr. 11. And ſo we 
find them doing, Rev. v. 9. Thou art wortby to take the 
*book, and open the ſeals, for thou was lain, and haſt re- 
Wn deemed us to Cod by thy blood —it is concerted in that 
| meeting, that all the angels ſhall glorify bim. Hence 


tde edict comes ſorih, Let all the angels of: God worſhip 
bim, Heb. i. 6. and ſo we them find doing, Rev. v. 17, 
12. 7 heard the voice of many angels, and the number of 
them was ten thouſaud times ten thouſand, and thauſand 
of thouſands, ſaying with à loud voice, worthy is the 
LAMB, that was /lain, to receive power, and riches, 
and wiſdom, and firength, and henour, and glory, and 
blefſing.—It is concerted in this meeting, That? all tha 
creatures in heaven and earth, ſea und land, ſhall glo- 
rify him, as we ſee, verſe 13. But Teſt the ſinful 
creatures upon earth, like you and me, ſhould not glorify C 
WW him or fee his glory, it is concerted in that glorious 
meeting, that the Holy Ghoſt, the eternal Sprit, one 0 
God, equal in power and glory witk the Father and . 


\| the Son, ſhall be ſent down to the earth to glorify kim te 
| | John xvi. 14. He ſhall glorify me, for he ſhall receive þe 
/ mine, and {bew it unto you,” O! hath the Spitit of : 
| God been ſhewing any thing of Chriſt among you: this 
day! Any thing of his grace, fulneſs, righteouſneſs, ſo as to | 7 
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glotify him, and make Ein glorious above all things ts 
vou: Why then, we may reckon that you have found 
ſomething of the ſaving fruits of this glorious meeting: 
For the grand deſign of it was'to glorify God in Chiilt, 
by the Spirit. They met to concert all things relating to 
the glory of the Father, in the 50n, by the Holy Ghoſt. 
They met to conſult theic own glory in Chriſt, that 
Mercy and Truth might be glorified in him. 


, . __ < F 2 = 


2. They met together to concert their proper work, 
in carrying on this graat end, of the glory of God, and 
his perfections: hey do not meet together to fit idle, 
and do nothing; No, they meet together to concert each 
of them their proper buſineſs, as Chriſt ſaid to his friends, 
Wherefore, was it that ye fought me? Wiſt ye not that 1 


muſt be about my Father's buſineſs ? So may I ſay here, 


the Attributes of God met together, that they way ts 


about God's buſineſs. What buſineſs ? What work bes 


longs to each of them ſeverally? Why, Mercy and Truth 
meet together, that they may be ſent upon an embaſſy 
together, Pſ. l. Ivii. 3. God ſhall ſend forth his mercy and 
his truth, his mercy to give in the promiſe of the goſpel, 

and his truth to make out the ſame: Thus mercy and 
truth meet together, that they may be ſent forth upon 

ſome gracious expedition, particularly, both to be lead- 


ers and followers to the remnant, whom God appointed 


unto life. On the one hand, to be leaders, hence the 
Pſalmiſt cries, Pal. xliji. 3. © end farth thy light an 
thy truth : let them lead me, and bring me to thy holy 
hill, ami to thy tabernacle ; then will I go to tbe al- 
tar of God, to Cod my exceeding joy: Behold, the 
wonderſul' buſineſs gf mercy and truth, and the work ' 


© they are ſent out upon, even merciſully to lead blind 


ſouls to a God in Chriſt. On the other hand, it is to 
be not only leaders, but followere, Pſal. æxiii. 6 - Surely” 
gesdneſs and mercy ſball follow me all the days of my life. 
if the. child of God, under any temptation, refuſe to be. 


leg by mercy and truth, and give up with them as his 
leaders, yet for all that, he ſhail not hinder them to be, 


his followers ; he may run out of God's way, but mercy. 
will follow and bring him back; and when mercy, fol- 


[ws it is ay in company with truth ;; And, O what 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


{/ 4eouſnefs and Peace ? 


think you of this wonder? Mercy and Truth meet toge- 
ther, that they might go forth together, like two pages, to 
follow you, believer, through all the ſteps of your wilder- 


neſs journey; Goodneſs and mercy ſhall fellow: me all the 


days of my life. Here is a piece of work, that Mercy 
and Truth have met together; for, even to be ſent forth 
as leaders and followers of poor elect ſinnets, till they 
be out of all hazard. In Emmanuel's land, where glory 
tells; See Pſal lzi 7. but then, as Mercy and Truth 
have met together, to purſue their proper work, ſo Righ- 
teouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other for purſuing 
ol their's. Well, fay you, what is the work of Righ- | 
teou | Phu! have a word in the la verſe 
of this Pſalm, where our text lies, Righteouſneſs ſhall 
go before him, and ſet us in the way of his ſteps. Di- 
vine righteouſneſs diſplaying itſelf in Chrift Jeſus, the 
gon of Righteouſneſs, gbes before him to prepare his. 


Wap, and bring us to God, and to our duty, and to be 


{  Yure, whenever righteouſneſs goes before, Peace will fol- 
do after; * for the fruit of righteouſneſs is peace, whe- 


þ. righteouſne n and Peace kifſing each other, is to bring in 
F- theſe bleſſed effefts in their order ;. we conſider them a; 


_ ther it be imputed or implanted : Here then the wark of 


divine perfettions in the text, and in theſe effefts, Righ- 
feoufneſs leads the vaù, and Peace comes up in the rear. 


35 "Theſe Attributes conſpire hatmonionſſy, they 
meet together and kifs each other, for this reaſon, that 
> by their meeting together, they may concef̃t the diſſolv- . 
2 © J. 


| 


| oy 
5 
* C 


| and with hell, arg we at agreement. 
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= - up, Ha. xxviii 15. There is a ſad meeting and agree. 5 
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| Chriſt, the ſure ſoundation, what will be the effect? It 


ing of ſome unhappy meetings. Theſe oppoſite like At- 
tributes of God meet together, that ſoxae intimates nay ) 
de ſeparate, and fad and ſinful agresents may be broken 


ment we read of, We have made a covenant with death, 
and 4% | Why, is not this 1 
de enſe of all men by natärs? Yep ; bur how js Abs ſad I P! 
aud mitrrable meeting diſſolvedꝰ See verſe 16. Bebel, 1 | © 
lay in Zion for a foundation, a lone, a tried ſtone, a pre- 
. tous corner-ſtone, a ſure foundation. Judgment dlſp u ill 
May to the line, and Rig/-teouſne/s to the plummet. Weh, 1 
when judgment and righteouſneſs mercifully meet” in bo 


9 
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Cows, —_ 197, 7 The hail ſball oa away the re- 
Juge of lies, and your covenans with death ſball be diſa 
annuiled, and your agreement with hell ſhall not tand. 
Whatever ſad aſpect this (cripture may bave to the dif- 
iſers of Chriſt, yet it hath a merciful aſpect to all the 
choſen of God, and all that deſire to cleave to the Lord 
Jeſus : yea, there is here a foundation of faith laid for: 
all that hear the joyful ſound, that whatever ſinful and 
miſerable meeting and agreements there are betwixt hell 


and them, betwixt-deatr and them, yet it cannot ſtand 


before this:glorious meeting, that was deſigned to break 
uß and diilolve the oppoſite meetings, that Handi in a con- 
ttariety thereto. There are many black unions which 
this bleſſed union does diſſolve, and there is no diſſolving 
of them, but by this bleſſed meeting. There is the black 
unien betwixt the ſinner and the law, which is the foun- 
dation of the black union betwixt the ſinner and his-fin :- 
For, when the union betwixt him and the law is difſol- 


ved, then the union betwixt him and his Gn is di ſſolved 
-ecording to Rom. vi. 14. Sin ſball not have domini- 


an over you, for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace. Now, what is the covenant of grace? Why, 
Mercy and Truth meeting together, Righteouſneſs and 
Peace kiſſing each other in Chriſt Jeſus, is the ſubſtauce, 
the marrow, the kirnel of the covenant of grace; and 
it is this bleſſed meeting, that diſſolves the union be- 


twizt the ſinner and the law, and fo betwixt the. finner. 


and his fin, O! view the glorious defign of this meet- 
ing ! Phey met together that you might be ſeparate from. 
your {ad aſſociates; by nature you and the devil had met 
together, and you Was a ſlave to him, and it is the vir- 
tue of this meeting in Chriſt, that diſſolves that The 
feed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the head of the ſerpent. | 
The world and you had met together, and you took 


c * PIR, by 


drowned in worldly affairs; Q it is the faith of this 
| | meeting that diſſolves that! This is the viclory that ver- 
j | comes the world, even our faithͤ. The cutie of God and 


you had met together, and you lie under that curſe, till 


in che faith of this meeting, you ſhall ſee, that Chrilt ; 
; hath, become a curſe for w This meeting isfbgned, 


ww 


pleaſure in your wicked companions, or elſe was wholly- 


J 


| "Jooſe all the knots that the devil had tyed. 


von E ("30 7 | 
| for the breaking up of all theſe, and the hike unhappy 


meetings. They met together in a glorious band, to 
4. Theſe glorious Attributes of God, do conſpire 
harmontouſly; they meet together and kiſs each other, 
that they might concert and carry on ſome happy meet- 
ings, and make up ſome bleſſed matches. Thefe oppolite- 
like Attributes harmomiouſly meet, that oppoſites, and 
irreconcileable things might meet together harmoniouſly, 


and kiſs each other, whither real or ſeeming oppoſites. 


1 ft, There are real oppoſites that meet together har- 


| . moniouſly, by virtue of this glorious meeting, particu- 
larly theſe fir: — e 


1. Theſe oppoſite-like Attributes meet together har- 
moniouſly, that oppoſite natures might meet together, 
even that God and man might meet together, and em- 
brace each other: And there are theſe two meetings be- 
twixt God and man, that were concerted at this meet- 
ing, the one is the meeting betwixt God and man, 
in the hypoſtatical union of the two natures of Chriſt, our 
Immanuel God-man, iu one perſon. This is the great my- 
ſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in the fleſh, and this is 


| the foundation of all other ſaving and merciful meetings 
betwixt God and man. The other is the meeting be- 


twixt God and man in the ſpiritual union betwixt Chriſt 


and his members; in one myſtical perſon, by the hond 
blk the Spirit, for he that is joined to the Lord is one ſpi- 
rit; and this union is the foundation of all Tpiritual com- 
-  munion with God. We are not only at an infinite na 

- tural diſtance from God, as we are creatures, but at an 
| infinite moral diſtance from him, as we are criminals and 


ſinners: But the Attributes of God met together and 
kiſs each other in Chriſt, that God and man might meet 
together, in a cloſe ſpiritual union, and kiſs each other 


in a ſweet ſpiritual communion ; whatever ſpiritual com- 


munion you have with God, believer, this day, it flows 


| from this glorious meeting of the divine Attributes in 
Chriſt, and this union and communion is indeed a meet- 


ing of oppoſite natures: God became man, and took on 


our natyce, and he makes us partakers of his nature, &c- 


oC Tos 
2. Theſe oppoſite-like Attributes meet together and 
kiſs each other, that oppoſite wills might meet, and em- 


brace each other. God's will and ours are oppoſite; this 
18 indeed a branch of the former, but our wills are the 
great forts of corrupt nature, that ſtands out againſt God 
and his will: We are enmity againſt God, and not ſub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. Now, 
how comes the will to be reconciled to God's will? It 
is only by Chriſt, in whom the perfections of God meet 
together: Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy 
power. | | 
3. Theſe oppoſite- like Attributes meet and kiſs each 
other, that oppoſite perſons, Jews and Gentiles, man and 
man, that were ekemies and haters of one another, might 
meet together, that eus and Gentiles might meet to- 
gether, and men at variance with men, might meet to- 
gether ; hence it is ſaid of him, in whom the Attributes 
of God do meet. He is our peace, Eph. ii. 14. who hath 


artition : Having aboliſhed in the fleſh the enmity, &c. 
If any man flay the enmity to God or man, this is it. 
4. Theſe oppofite-like Attributes of God meet and 
kiſs each other, that oppoſite climates might meet toge- 
ther. I mean, that heaven and earth might meet toge- 
ther, the church militant, and the church triumphant. 
Heaven and earth were at variance by our fin, but now 
in Chriſt, ſaints in heayen, and faints in earth meet to- 
gether. Hence we are ſaid to become the general aſ- 
ſembly, and church of the firſt-born, that are written in 


made both one, and hath broken dswn the middle wall of 


heaven, to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. All be- 


lievers are ſaid to be thus, Come to mount Zion, to the 


heavonly Jeruſalem, Heb. xii. 22. Yea in Chriſt, angels 
in heaven, and men on earth, do meet together. Hence 


believers are ſaid to be come to the innumerable com- 


pany of angels; and the angel of the Lord encamps about. 


them, &c. Yea all things in heaven and earth do meet 
together, and kiſs each other in Chriſt the meeting place. 


Col. i. 20. Having made peace by the blood of his croſs, 


by him to reconcile all things to himſelf ; whether things 

in heaven or things in earth, Eph. i. 10. See how upon 

the back of this meeting in the text, heaven and earch 
„ „ ; 1 


36 


. * ſaid to meet together in the following verſe, Truth 
Pall ſpring out of the- earth ; and Righteouſneſs ſball. look | 


doun from heaven; which 1 inſiſt not upon here, 
5. Theſe oppoſite-like Attributes of God meet and 


\ kiſs each other, that oppoſite covenants might meet and 
embrace each other, even the covenant of xorke, and the 


covenant of grace, in Chriſt the meeting place of the di- 
vine perfection. Theſe two covenants do, as it were, 
join hands and agree. Did tue covenant of works com- 
mand perfect obedience? and being broken, did it de- 


mand complete ſatisfaction? Behold Chriſt's obedience 


te the death anſwers both.; God's covenant of grace diſ- 
penſed to us, is juſt Chriſt fulfilling for us the covenant 
of works; and ſo'in-him they meet and kiſs eacl, other; 
For he 15 the end of the law for rig hteouſneſs to every ang. 
that believeth. Again, 

6. Theſe oppofite- like Attribules of God meet 5 
kiſs each other, that oppofite thoughts might meet toge- 
ther, and embtace each other, even God's thoughts and 
our thoughts; bow oppoſite theſe are you may ſee, Ia. 


Ie. 8. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor your | 
ways my ways; for as the heavens are Aber thau the 


earth, ſo are my ways higher. than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. Some have preſumptuous 
thoughts-while they look only to God's mercy. and ſo 


ä 9 think, certainly God will have-mercy on them, tho' 


yet: they are ſtrangers to Chrift; theſe are oppoſite to 
od's thoughts, he hath no thoughts of ſhewing mercy 
that way. Othershave deſpairing thoughts while they look 


meerly or moſtly to God's juſtice, and ſo their thoughts 


36, O, will God have mercy on the like of me! And he 
eannot.in juſtice ſave the like of me!.Theſe thoughts are 


alſo opposite to God's thoughts; my thoughts are not 
your thoughts met together; why, let a man view the 
mercy and juſtice of God met together, and barmoni- 


ouſly kiſſing each other in Chriſt, ſo as to ſee God in 
Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf. If your thoughts 
be ſpiritualized, to diſcern mercy venting thro' the ſacri- 


ice that ſatisfies divine juſtice, then God's thoughts and 


Jour thoughts meet together and kiſs each other. Thus the 
ne Attributes meet r e 92 LIE 
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| oppoſites may meet together harmoniouſly. This glorious 
meeting lays a foundation for theſe happy meetings. 


2dly, There are feeming oppoſites that meet toge- 
ther harmonioufly, by virtue of this glorious meeting, as, 


6 


x. Theſe oppoſite like perfections of God meet toge- 


ther, and kiſs each other harmoniouſly, that oppolite-like 
providences might meet together, and kiſs each other. 


There are frowning providences, and ſmiling providen- 
ces, croſſes and comforts in the belieyer's lot; here is a 
providence that favours the promiſe; and there'is a Pro- 


up, and there is a down. Well, how ſhall theſe unite to- 
gether? Why, they meet and embrace each other in 


Chriſt, the meeting place ; For all things work together 


for good to them that love him, and are the called accard- 


ing to his purpoſe. Hence we will find not only light 


vidence that ſeems to contradict the promiſe; here is an 


and darkneſs in the believer's lot, but ſometimes light 
and darkneſs meeting together, Zech. xiv, 7. There you 


read of a day, that there is neither day nor night, yet a 
day known to the Lord, neither clear nor dark but at 
evening time it (hall be light. There evening darkneſs 
uſhering in the morning light. Hence they have occaſion 
both to ſing of mercy and of judgment; becauſe of their 
meeting together, and kiſſing each other, and working 


ing together.. ves 


together for good; behold the eros and the crown Moc 


2. hefe oppoſite- like N of God meet toge= 


ther, and kiſs each other, that oppolite-like deſires may 
meet, and embrace each other, while mercy gefires out 


life, and juſtice ſeems'to demand our death, theſe are 


reconciled only in Chriſt, in whom Mercy and Truth, 
Righteouſneſs and Peace meet and embrace each other, 


But look to our own defire of God's glory, and our ſal- 


vation, men and angels could never have contrived how 


theſe two deſires could be reconciled, if mercy and truth 


had not met together, and kiſſed each. other; for the 


| glory of God's truth and Tighteouſnefs, in the threaten- 


ing of his law, ſeems. to reſt ſatisfied with nothing. leſs 


than our deſtruction; and therefore to deſire God's glo- 


ry, would have been to defire our own damnation: and 


conſequently i in ele our own alrgtian, we myſt bart 
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deſired God's difhonour : But now this bleſſed contri- 
vance of infinite wiſdom, lets us ſee how theſe two are 

not only reconciled, but made inſeparable, Having ſet 

Forth Chriſt to be the propitiation through faith in his 

_ blood, to declare hig righteouſneſs. in the remiſſion of fins. 
3. Theſe ſeemingly oppoſite Attributes, meet and kiſs 
each other, that ſeemingly oppoſite graces might meet 

| and embrace each other: for example, reverence and 

| confidence; how ſhall fear and reverence meet together 

| with faith and confidence? Why, Truth and Righteouſ- 

neſs are at the meeting, and therefore fear and reverence 

becomes us; but Mercy and Peace are alſo on the bench, 

therefore faith and holy confidence may boldly ſtep in; 

| We have boldneſs to enter into the holieft by the blood of 

| 

| 

| 


 Fefus. 2 | 
EY Theſe oppoſite-like Attributes meet and embrace 
each other, that oppoſite-like duties may meet together: 
Prayer and praiſe ſeem. oppoſite duties in ſome caſes ; 
prayer ſuppoſes our wants to be great, otherwiſe, why 
| ſhould we pray? Praiſe ſuppoſes our enjoyments to be 
* greats otherwiſe, why ſhould we praiſe? Well, Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, * theſe awful Attributes, preſent at the 
meeting, ſay, We have nothing in ourſelves, therefore 
ve ought to pray; but Mercy and Peace ſay we have 
enough in Chriſt and therefore we ought to praiſe. Hu- if + 
|  muliation and gloriation ſeem oppoſite duties; but the . 
ſeemingly oppoſite Attributes of God meeting together, 
| Triog allo theſe duties to meet and embrace each other. 4 
Is Truth and Righteouſneſs in the company with Mercy t 
and Peace? Then humiliation is our duty; but is Mer- I 
cy and Peace in company with Truth and Righteouſ- , 


neſs, then gloriation is our duty: Let him that glories, i; 


glory in the Lord, © 

5. Theſe ſeemingly oppofite Attributes of God meet I 4; 
and embrace each other, that ſeemingly oppoſite expe- I m 
rienęes may meet and embrace each other, and be recon- is 
ciled, though ſeemingly icreconcileable. There are ſad Bm 
experiences, and ſweet experiences: O! here is the ſad Nc}; 
experience of a guilty conſcience a powerful corruption, ig 
and a conquering temptation ; Can ever that be recon- Nhe 
| Filed with the experience of holy peace, pardon aud vic: 


tory? Yea, here is a foundation laid for the reconcilia- 
tion of theſe oppoſites : If Juſtice and Mercy have met 
together, then a guilty conſcience, and a mercy-ſeat may - 
meet together; a prevalent corruption and a pardoning 
purifying blood may. meet together; as they did in the 
Pfalmiſt's cafe, Pſal. Ixv. 3. Uniquities prevail againſt 
me : But as for our tranſgreſſions, thou wilt purge them 
away. The ſad experience of fatherly anger, or of the 
feeling of divine wrath, may meet with the ſweet expe- 
tience of felt love and favour; for Mercy and Juſtice are 
met together, Iſa. liv. 7, 8. The ſad experience of per- 
lexing thoughts may meet with the ſweet” experience of 
piritual cenſolation, and be {ſwallowed up therein; ſince 
Truth and Juſtice have met with Mercy and Peace: 
Hence it was that theſe two met together in David, 
Pal. xciv. 19. In the multitude of my thoughts within 
me, thy cornforts delight iny ſoul. O! is ſuch a ſad ex- 
erience conſiſtent with an intereſt in Chriſt? Why, 
th terrible and amiable Attributes of God meet to- 
ther in Chriſt; and therefore it is not ſtrange, that 
the ſadeſt and ſweeteſt experiences meet together, ſo as 
not to be ificonſiſtent with the ſtate of a believer that is 
in Chriſt. To ſee awful Juſtice, and lovely Mercy meet- 
ing together in a ſweet ſmelling ſacriſice, is a greater 
wonder, than to ſee your ſadeſt and ſweeteſt experiences 
meeting in Chrift, to make up a Hallelujah, Praiſe ye 
the Lord; and the former meeting is the reaſor. of this. 
6. Theſe irreconcileable-like Attributes of God meet 
ind embrace each other, that irreconcileable- like ſcrip- 
tures might meet together and embrace each other: 
How, ſhall Exod. xxxix. 7. He will by no means clear 
the guilty, or juſtify the ſinner, be reconciled with Rom. 
iv. 5. where he is ſaid to ;uſtify the ungodly. O! how 
can theſe two oppoſites meet together? Why, Mercy 
1eet and Truth have met together in Chriſt, to make up a 
pe- match betwixt them: A ranſom is found, a propitiation 
son- is ſet forth; why then, theſe oppolite-like ſcriptures may 
A meet together and kiſs each other. He will Ly no means 
clear the guilty, without a ranſom, a propitiation. Well, 
is the ranſom found, and the propitiation ſet forth? then 
he will juſtify the ungodly on that ground; Deliver hia 
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Now, he can juſtify the ſinner, and be juſt in ſo doing, 


While he draws him into Chriſt by faith, Rom. iii. 25, 


26.— Thus you ſee the reaſons of the meeting. In a 
word, they meet ider upon a deſign to bring the 
greateſt good out he greateſt evil, and the bigheit 
glory out of the deepoſt W to the * of all God's 
Fiorrous perfections. :- - - 


The fifth. thing propoſed, was "the ela. in 1 


few inferences. Is it ſo, that in ſalvation of ſinners by 


Jeſus Chriſt, the glorious Attributes and per'ections of 


God do thus harmoniouſly conſpire, and embrace Fach 
other? Then hence we may ſee, 3 


r. What 2 dreadful evil ban i is, Which lets all the At- 
tributes of God, as it were at odds, and puts all the world' 


into confuſion, and. every thing out of order; it ſets hea- 
ven and earth, and all things in them at variance, one 
a gainſt another. To think light of ſin, is to think light 
of this glorious meeting of divine Attributes, that met 


together to break this rebellion, and take order with this 
horrid inſurrection againſt heavens O! what a great mat- 
ter is the falvation of a ſinner! Ere that can take place, 


this grand meeting muſt be called; all the injured. Attri- 


butes of God muſt have an honourable reparation. Juſ- 


lice muſt be ſatisfied;. [ruth vindicated, Righteouſneſs 


cleared; and in order to all this, a Hibs maſt be pro- 


vided, even a God in our nature; the guilt muſt be im- 
puted to him, and the iniquity of us all myſt be laid upon 


him; and then a bloody tragedy muſt be acted upon his 


foul and body, till. he fink to death under the wg: of 


_ Infinite wk vt, 5-5 5 
425 Hence, ſee what a wonderful perfon our Lord 12 


fas Chriſt is, in whom ſo many, wonders meet together: 
It is in him, that Mercy and Truth, Righteopſueſs and 
Peace, do meet together, and kiſs each other; here all 
the bright perfections of the divine nature do gloriouſly. 


confpire; here is the bright conſtellation of all the divine 
Attributes ſhining forth in him, and every ſtar performs 

Its revolution in this orb. Behold in him the bright glo- 

ry and excellency of God's grace and love, a whole Tri. 
nity in concert, to 3 each perſon, 1 own part, and 
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foul from going down to the pit, 1 dave found 2 ranſom. 
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each Attribute its own work, and Chriſt the image of 


the inviſible God ſet forth to be a glorious theai:e, on _ ' 


which men and angels might ſee the ſplendour of the 


tranſaction. le is the brightneſs of the Father's, glory, 
And the expreſs image of his perſon ; Here is the great 
myſtery of Godlinel:, God manifeſted in rhe fleſh, and 
all his Attributes meeting together and kiſſing each other, 


in our /mmanuecl. Cod man. Phere ae two things meet 


in Chriſt, which ſhoutd make him wonderful to us,: Lhe 


one is, all our fins meet together on him, that they may 


be condemned, according co that word, Ifa. lin. 6. The 


Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all, or mage them 
to meet on him; the other is, all the Attributes of God 
meet in him, that they may be glorified: And indeed 


there is no faving or ſatisfying kne-wiedge' of any pro- 


perty of God but what is to be pad in "Chriſt : to ſee 


God to be a merciiul, juſt, true, righteous, good and 


holy God, is neither a nag nor a ſatisfying ſight; un- 
leſs we ſes theſe Attributes meeting in Chriſt for our ſal- 
vation: and to fee this, is to ſee the glory of God, in the 
face of Chriſt, Here ſee the glary of divine mercy! 
What is pardoaing mercy? It is God's free, gracious ac- 
ceptance of a ſinner, upon ſatistaction made to his juſ- 
tice in the blood of Jeſus. Nor is there any diſcovery 


of mercy, but as relating to the ſatisfaction oi juſtice, 


conſiſtent with the glory of God: Mercy canuot be ſeen 
ſavingly, but as meeting with juſtice in Chriſt. Here 
alſo we fee the glory of divine Truth, in the- exact ac- 
compliſhment of all his threatenings and promiſes; that 
original threztening and commiration whence all other 
threatenings flow, Gen. ii. 17. In theday thin eateſt there 
of thou ſhait ſurely die, backed with a curie; for curſed is 
every one that continues not inall things, &c. is in him ac- 
complithed fully, and the truth of God therein cleared to 
our ſalvation, while he taſted death for us, and was made 
a curſe ſor us; ſo that in every threatening his truth is made 
glorious ; And as to the promiſes, they are all yea, and 
Amen in Chriſt Jeſus, to the glory of God by us, 2 Cor. 
i. 20, And ſo of all the other Attributes of God, they are 
made glorious and exalted in Chriſt to our ſalvation. 
__ when Chriſt —_ his Father to 0 0 glorify his 


1 T2 IM 0, | 
name, John xii. 28. to make his name, that is his nature, 
and properties, and perfections, all glorious in the work 
of rede:uption, that he had in hand; he was inſtantly an- 
ſwered from heayen, 7 have both glorified it, and will 
glorify it again ; I will give my Attributes their utmoſt 

glory in the. | - 


3. Hence ſee the difference betwixt the law and the 
goſpel; one great difference betwixt them lies in this, 
that in the law, the finner that hath violated the ſame, 
may ſee Truth ſtanding engaged againſt him, but no 
Mercy in company with ruth; and Righteouſneſs in 
arms againſt him, but no Peace in company with Righ- 
teouineſs; Juſtice without Mercy, and war without Peace 
to the ſinner, is the motto ot the law: for therein Truth 
and Righteouſneſs meet together, but Mercy and Peace 
are not at the meeting; and ſo the language of the law, 


mercy, no peace, but the wrath of God, the vengeance 
olf God, the curſe of God upon you, and that fo ſure as 
Oo is a God of Truth and Righteouſneſs; there is the 
law: But in the goſpel, Mercy and Pence come into the 
meeting, and make up a match betwixt all the oppoſite: 

like parties, to the higheſt glory of God, and the greateſt 
"happineſs-of the finner, and they ſeal the match with a 
- kiſs of infinite complacency ; ſo that the ſum of the goſ- 
pel is this, Mercy and Truth are met together, Righa 
* Feouſneſs and Peace have kiffed each other. | 


2 
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to you that are out of Chriſt, and under the law is, No 
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DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. 
” "From PSAUM boat x © 
Mercy and Truth are met together, Righ- 
teouſneſs and Peace have kifled each other. 


TENCE we may ſee what is the fountain-head, and 

+ foundation of all true communion and ſello chip 
with God and man. This glorious meeting is the foun- 
dation of all other happy meetings: fellowſhip with God, 
and an happy meeting with him, is a ſtream chat flows 
from this fountain. We could never have met with God, 
or got a kindly kiſs or embrace in the arms of his favour 
and love, if this divine meeting and embracement, nad 
not made way for it, Fellowſhip with man, or the ce 
munion of ſaints, is a civulet that flows from this ſpring. 

hen ſaints meet together ſor prayer or praiſes under 
the influence of the Spirit, and under a gale of heaven, 
when their hearts are fired with love to God, and to one 
another in him; What is this? It is juſt a live coal caſt 
in among them, from the altar, Chriſt Jeſus, where all 
the Attributes of God meet together, and kiſs each otherz 
and hence true fellowſhip With God, and with the ſaints, 
are both declared to be in and through Chriſt Jefus, 
1 John i. 3. That which we have heard and ſeen, declare 
ve unto you, that ye may have fellowſhip with us: And 
truly cur fellowſhip is with the Father and with his Son 
Griſt. The barmony of the Attributes of God in Chriſt, 
is the fountain of all the harmony among the ſaints : The 
little harmony that takes place among them in our day, 
and the rarity of holy fellowſhip meetings, flows from 
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the little faith of this We divine meeting: For all 
the ſaints thai are under the lively views thereof, cannot 
put defire to meet together, and embrace each other har- 
monioufly, ip the arms of mutual love. LIK 

5 Hence, {ee the malignity of the fin of unbelief, the 
great employment whereof is, to ſpoil the harmony of the 

divine perfections; and to do its utmeſt to diffolve that 
„glorious meeting, and ſeparate what God nath joined, 
laying, in effect, they have not met together, nor kiffed 
ech other. his we may diſcern in che unbelief whe- 
ther of ſecure or awakened ſinners: Se it in the unbe- 

Hef ot the fecure ſinner, who ſets Truth and Righteouſ- 
| neſs out of the meeting, ſaying, God is a ans God, 
and 1 ſhall have peace, though | walk in the imagination 
C my own heart, adding drunkenneſs to thirft, Thus they 

hope in God's mercy, and ſpeak peace to themſelves, 

while they never view the Truth and Righteouſneſs of 

God, and how the credit thereof ſhail be ſalved, or the 
Honour thereof repaired : And hence, as faith is ſaid to 
ſet to the ſeal, that God is true, or that he is a God ct 
Truth, ſo unbelief is ſaid to make God a liar, to fancy 
that God will have mercy on their ſouls, without regaid- 
ning the truth of his threatenings, is to make God a liar, 

and ſay, Mercy and truth have not met together; to think 
that God will be at peace with them, while his Righte- 

ouſneſs and juſtice are not ſatisfied, is to make God a 

Jar, and fay, Righteouſneſs and Peace have not met to- 
' Bother. Thus the unbelief sf the ſecure ſinner puts Truth 


\ 


other hand, the unbelief of the awakened finner, puts 
mercy and peace out of the meeting, ſaying, O! He is 
a God of Truth, and how ſhail he have mercy on the 
like ol me? He is a God of awful juſtice and righteouſ- 
neſs, and bow will he be at peace with me? What is the 
language of this? But that mercy and peace have not 
met with truth and righteouſneſs; here is a making God 
a liar alſo, and ſeparating what God hath in the goſp:! 
declared to be Joined. Behold then, the malignity of un- 
belief, it breaks the glorious meeting, and will not Jet 
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25 let God have the glory of his truth and righteouſne!s 


them kiſs one another. The preſuming ſinner will not 


and Righteouſneſs out of the -meeting.—Again, on thei 


* 


ä 
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The ee Guner will 1 let God have the glory 
of his mercy and grace; both are in a concert with the 
devil to break the harmony of the mecting. But O! may 
virtue come from that glori -s meeting in Chriſt, to the 
poor ſinſul meeting in this houſe, for dathing your un- 
belief to pieces, that we may ſee Mercy and Truth met 
10gether, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſſing each other. 
6. Hence, ſee ſure and noble ground, for the boldneſs 
and confidence of ſaith in Chriſt ; In whom we have bol 


neſs and acceſs with confidence by the faith of bim, Eph. 


iii. 12. Here is an anſwer to alt the objections of unbelie? 


and diſdence, the chief whereof hes here; O! ſays un- 
belief, way I, ſinful guilty l, grip to the promiſe of mercy 
and peace in-the goſpel? When ] fee the great ordinance 
of the divine threatening hard charged with the Iruth 
and Righteouſneſs of God, and ready to be diſcharged 
againſt me, with shunder and lightening, ſaying, No 
Mercy, no Peace; Ile that made thee will not have mer- 
cy upon thee ; and there is no peace ſays my Cod, to the 
wicked Mercy and Peace in the promiſe, then f, $ un- 
bellef cannot take place, with reſpect to me; for Truth 
and Righteouſneſs in the threatening, ſtand in the way, 
like a flaming ſword, to keep the way of the tree of lije : 

"Nay, but ſays faith, here the promiſe and the threatening 


have met together, and kiſſed each other in Chriſt; Mer- 


Heb. x. 19. 


of faith, 


cy in the promiſe, and juſtice in the threatening have met 
and agreed in him; In whom all the promiſes are yea and 
Amen ; and in whom all the threatenivoes are ſully exe- 
cuted, by drawing out his heart biood. Chus then, we 
have boldneſs t9 enter into the hotieft by the blood of Feſus, 
By a new and living way which be hath 
conſecrated for us through the vail of his fleſh; There- 
fore let us draw near with a true heart in full afſurance 
O! what ground for the boldn-{s and aſſured 
confidence of faith, with particular appheation, notwith- 


ſtanding of the threatening : The threatening hath no- 


thing to ſay to me, ſaith ſaith, for Chriſt hath {poken with 
it already, and ſpoken it out of breath; he bath leſc it 
ſpeechleſs and breathleſs, not a breathing of wrath in it 
towards me. The believer may have a illion of doubts, | 
while his unbelicf keeps the chair; but let gallant faith 
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the little faith of this heavenly divine meeting: For all 
the ſaints thai are under the lively views thercof, cannot 
put defire to meet together, and embrace each other har- 


— 


moniouſly, ip the arms of mutual love. | 
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5 Hence, ſee the malignity of the fin of unbelief, the 


great employment whereof is, to ſpoil the harmony ol the 


divine perfections; and to do its utmoſt to diſſolve that 
glorious meeting, and ſeparate what Goa nath joined, 
laying, in effect, they have not met together, nor kifled 
each other. Ibis we may diſcern in «he unbelief whe- 
ther of ſecure or awakened finners : 52e it in the unbe- 
Het ot the fecure ſinner, who ſets Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs out o! the meeting, ſaying, God is a merci God, 
and I fhall have peace, thaugh I walk in the imagination 
of my own heart, adding drunkenneſs to thirft, Thus they 
hope in God's mercy, and ſpeak peace to themſelves, 
while they never view the Truth and Righteouſneſs of 
God, and how the credit thereof ſhall be falved, or the 
honour thereof repaired : And hence, as faith is ſaid to 
Tet to the ſeal, that God is true, or that he is a God cl 
Truth, ſo unbelief is ſaid to make God a liar, to fancy 
that God will have mercy on their ſouls, without regaid- 
ing the truth of his threatenings, is to make God a liar, 
and fay, Mercy and truth have not met together; to think 
that God will be at peace with them, while his Righte- 
ouineſs and juſtice are not ſatisfied, is to make God a 
Jar, and fay, Righteeuſneſs and Peace have not met to- 
gether. Thus the unbelief sf the ſecure ſinner puts Truth 
and Righteouſneſs out of the-meeting.—Again, on the 
other hand, the unbelief of the awakened ſinner, puts 
mercy and peace out of the meeting, ſaying, O! He is 

a God of Truth, and how ſhall he have mercy on the 

_ like of me? He is a God of awful juſtice and righteouſ- 
nels, and bow will he be at peace with me? What is the 
language of this? But that mercy and peace have not 
met with truth and righteouſneſs; here is a making God 

a liar alſo, and ſeparating what God hath in the goſp:! 
declared to be joined. Behold then, the malignity of un- 
belief, it breaks the glorious meeting, and will not let 
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them kiſs one another. The preſuming ſinner will not 
let God have the glory of his truth and righteouſne/nf 
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The ted eg inner will not let God have the glory 


of his mercy and grace; both are in a concert with the 
devil to break the harmony of the mecting. But O! may 
virtue come from that glori...s meeting in Chriſt, to the 
poor ſinful meeting in this houſe, for dathing your un- 
belief to pieces, that we may ſee Mercy and Truth met 
together, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſhng each other. 
6. Hence, fee ſure and noble ground, for the boldneſs 
and confidence of faith in Chriſt ; In whom we have bold- 


neſs and acceſs with confidence by the faith of bim, Eph. 


iii. 12. Here is an anſwer to all the objections of unbelick 
and diſhdence, the chief whereof hes here; O! ſays un- 
belief, way I, linfu] guilty l, grip to the promiſe of mercy 
and peace in-the goſpel? When ] ſee the great ordinance 
of the divine threatening hard charged with the Truth 
and Righteouſneſs of God, and ready to be diſcharged 
againſt me, with shunder and lightening, ſaying, No 
Mercy, no Peace; Ile that made thee will not have mer- 


cy upon thee; and there is no peace ſays my God, to the 


wicked Mercy and Peace in the promiſe, then. (aps un- 
belief cannot take place, with reſpect to me; for Truth 
and Righteouſneſs in the threatening, ſtand in the way, 


dike a flaming fwerd, to keep the way of the tree of lije : 


"Nay, but ſays faith, here the promiſe and the threatening 
have met together, and kiſſed each other in Chriſt; Mer- 
cy in the promiſe, and juſtice in the threatening bave met 
and agreed in him; In whom: all the promiſes are yea and 
Amen; and in whom all the threaten dogs are ſully exe- 
cuted, by drawing out his heart biood. Thus then, we 
have boldneſs de enter into the hotiefh by the blood of Fefus, 
Heb. x. 19. By a new and living way which he hath 


_ conſecrated for us through the vail of his fleſh; Theres 


fore let us draw near with a true heart in full afſurance | 
of faith, O! what ground for the boldneſs and aſſured 
confidence of faith, with particular application, notwith- 


ſtanding of the threatening : The threatening hath no- 


thing to ) (xy to me, ſaith faith, for Chriſt hath ſpoken with 
it already, and ſpoken it out of breath; he bath leſt it 
ſpeechleſs and breathleſs, not a breathing of wrath in it 
towards me, The believer may have a million of doubts, 


ze chile his unbelief keeps the chair; but let gallant faith” 
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come in, and take the bike, it will diſpel them all: Let 

once unbelief break the harmony of this meeting of di- 
vine Attributes in Chriſt, and then notbing but doubts of 
| God's favour and mercy mpſt enſue; but let faith view 
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the harmony, and ſce them meeting and kiſſing each other; 
and then according to,the meaſure of faith, ſuch will be 
the meaſure of holy boldneſs, confidence, and perſuaſion 
of the favour, mercy and good will of God in Cbriſt, with 
particular application to the perſon himſelf. Tale away 
unblief from faith, and then nor a ſingle doubt will te- 
main behind: unhelief creates all the doubts that are in 
the believer; his faith hath no part in them. ihe general 
doubtſome faith of the Papiſts, is not faith, but unbelief; 
and therefore no wonder that our fore-fathers abjured it 
in our national covenant. Behold the ſure ground and 
Arm bottom that faith ſtands upon, even the mutual meet- 
ing and embracement, among the divine perfections in 
Chriſt. If you break and ſeparate the meeting by unbe- 
lief, then your confidence is broken, and your peace with 
| God marred; but if you keep them together in your view, 
| © by faith in Chriſt, then you have boldneſs, confidence and 
affiance on this ground; yea, then God in Chriſt, and you 
meet together, and kiſs each other. 1 
7. Hence, fee v.:;at is the beſt mark of a believer in 
| Chriſt; for your trial and examination, try it jult by this, 
what view have you got of this glory of God, in the face 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and of the Attributes of God meeting aud 
embracing each other in him? Have you ſeen the glory, 
= and felt the virtue of this happy meeting? | 


. 


2 


1. Have you ſeen the glory of it? when once in a day, 
vou had {-:n the Attributes of God in arms againſt you, 
cauſe of your ſinful rebellion againſt God; and when 
you had ſeen the truth of God, pronouncing the ſentence 
of the law, and his righteoufneſs and juſtice ready to in- 
flict the ſentence, and execute the ſame with curſes and 
vengeance, making you deſpair of mercy, and give up 
> with all hope and expectation of peace with God, by the 
Jaw of works; Have you thereupon got a view of the har- 
| gnonious meeting of theſe Attributes of God, in Chriſt 
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| Jeſus, as the ſurety, the ſacriſice, the ranſom, the pro- 
| @itiation, in whom the truth and veracity of God is ac- 
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7d 
compliſhed, and the righteouſneſs and juſtice of God ſa- 
tisfied?! and ſo mercy and peace vented gloriouſly, with- 
out detriment to any other excellency or perfection of 


KB God: Hach nothing ſatisfied your confeience but the 


view of this meeting betwixt Mercy and juſtice in the 
death of Chriſt, and kiſſing each other in his mediation ? 
Hath God and you met together this way, and made your 
heart joyfully to kiſs and embrace this wonderful device, 
as worthy of God and ſuitable to you ? Have you ſeen this 
glory at this rate! Then in God's name, I pronounce you a 
| believer in Chriſt: For Cod who commanded light to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, hath ſhined into your heart, to give you 
the light of the knowleage of his glory, in the face of 
Chrift ; and Chriſt and you have me: together, and kiſſed 
each other; whether it was in the day of firſt believing, 
when you fled to him for refuge, or in the day of after 
manifeſtation, when, upon the back of diſmal hiding on 
God's part, or grievous backſliding on yeur's, the Lord 
drew aſide the vail, and gave you a glance of his glory; 
whether it was by ſome word of grace, ſweetly and power- 
fully coming in, and opening your underſtanding to ſee 
this harmonious meeting, or by ſame ſweet droppings of 
the blood of ſprinkling upon your conſcience, by which 
blood, the meeting is cemented together. Have you ſeen 
this glory, whether in a ſecret corner, or public ordi- 
nance; whether at the market · croſs of the goſpel, where 
this glorious meeting is proclaimed, or at a communion 
table, where it is ſealed ? It is all a matter, it was heaven 
degun. 8 VVV 
| 2. Have you felt the virtue, as well as ſeen the glory of 
this harmonious meeting of the divine Attributes in Chriſt? 
2 Cor. iii. 18. Beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, 
we are changed into tbe ſame image from glory to glory, as 
by the Spirit of th: Lyrd. Surely if you have ſeen this glo- 
ry, you have felt ſometing of this virtue, by changing you 
from glory to glory. It is true, many that have got a dif- 
covery of this glory of the Lord, can never think that they 


have felt the ſanQifying virtue thereof, and this keeps them 


down in the pit of diſcouragement; It is true, they that 
are not ſanCtified and made holy, they diſcover, that they 
never beheld this glory of the Lord: for this meeting of 
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Attributes makes a meeting of graces, in. the perſon that 
- fees it ſavingly. But you muſt remember, that this virtue 


will neyer be perfectly felt, till this glory be perfectly be- 


„held in heaven, where we ſhall be like him, becauſe we 
hall fee him as he is. And therefore ſince you cannot 
judge and try yourlelf by a perfect ſanctification, try it 
by the beginnings of it; this transforming virtue, this 


favQilying virtue is preſent with you, though you cannot 
diſcern it. But that you may, thro' grace, diſcern ſome- 
thing of it, let me K you what makes you wreſtle in ſe- 
cret ſometimes againſt fin, if it be, not ſome ſanctifying 
vzrtue? What makes the prevalence of fin to humble you 
to the dufl? What makes you lament your own unho!:- 


neſs and impurity? What makes you long and groan for 


complete victory over, and freedom from fin? What 


makes you glad of any victory over your corruption, when 
this glory ſhines? What makes your heart to riſe againſt 


fn? and when (in prevails, what makes you find yourſelf 


-* uneaſy, and out of your clement, always tlll the Lord re- 


turn, and until you geta new dip in the Jordan of the blood 
ol the Lamb? Yeu have no mercy on your luſts, and are at 


no peace with them, but ſtill crying vengeonce upon then! 


Why, it is juſt the ſanCtiſying virtue, that flows from this 
view of the glory of God in Chriſt, in whom Mercy and 
Peace meet with Truth and Righteouſneſs If you fall 


- and ſtumble at any time believer, is it not like the ſtum- 


bling of a horſe, that makes ycu run the faſter? ſo as you 
get more good cf one fall, than a natural man will get of 
a hundred dutics, while it makes you ay the more humble 

and watchful, and circumſpect and dependent. Why, d. 


all this, it appears (whatever be the déſect of your ſancti- 


fication) that having beheld the glory of God, you are 
changed into tha ſame image from glory to gloty; you 


have ſeen the glory, and felt the virtue of this harmoni- 


ous meeting of divine A*tributes in Chriſt, But then 


UT Eto 
e gain? 


8. Hence, we may ſee ground of terror to all Chriſt. 


Ileſs unblieving ſouls that never have ſeen the glory, nor 
felt tbe virtue of this harmonious meeting, and live care- 
Jeſs about either of theſe. What ſhall ifay? Hour geſpel 
he bid, it is hid to them ihat are loft ; 2 Cor. iv. 3 4: 
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Whom the God of this world hath blinded the minds ef 


them that believe not, left the lig bt of th glorious goſpel 
of Chriſt ſhould ſhint in to them. May be, you are pre- 


ſu ming upon the mercy of God, while your eyes are 


blinded, that you dd not ſee the truth oi his threatenings- , * 


ſtanding againſt you: And thereſore, O blaſphemer! do 
you think, that he will be a God of mercy, and not a God 
of truth? Nay, his mercy will never be vented, unleſs the 
glory of his truth be ſalved. May be you are ſpeaking: 
peace to yourſelf, ſaying, I ſhall have peace, while yet 


your eyes are blinded, that you do not fee how God's 


being at peace with a ſinner is conſiſtent with his righte- 
ouſnefs, in taking vengeance upon ſin. O then, blaſ=- 
phemer and preſumer, do you think, that God will be a 
God of, peace, and not a God of righteouſneſs? Knew it 
then, in the Lord's name, O ſinful unbelieving wretch, 
that as there's no mercy for you, to the dilcredit of God's 
truth; ſo no peace to the diſhonour of his righteouſneſs. 
You expect mercy and peace ſeparate from truth and 
righteouſneſs; and. therefore, mercy and peace ſhall be 
from you; and truth and righteouſneſs will meet with 
you in fury, arid with a vengeance: Lour falſe hope of 
mercy and peace, makes you merciful to your luſts, and 
at peace with your idols: But the truth- and righteouſ- 
neſs of God, which you exclude from the meeting, will 
hide mercy and peace for ever from your eyes: Juſtice” 
inſtead of. mercy, war inſtead of peace will enſue; for. 
truth and righteouſneſs will executs judgment upon you. - 


for the abufe of mercy and peace; while through unbe- 


r not ſee, or approve their meeting together, 2 
and kiſſing each other in Chriſt. While you're in this caſe, 


you cannot meet with God, tho” you may meet with his 


people at ordinances, or at a communion- table; yet God 
and you never meet together: Nay, you have other com- 
pany, the devil and you meet together; and. your luſts and 
you embrace each other; the world and you meet toge - 

ther, and its vanities and you do kiſs each other; the law 
and you have met together, and its curſe and you do 
embrace each other. But becauſe you do not fee the ter- 
rible curſes. and threatenings that you are under, re- 
member, that in à ſhort while, death and you will meet 
together, and its cold arms and you muſt embrace each 
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[|| _ other; and if this goſpel © nil hid to you, then after 


that, hell and you will meet together, and the flames of 


divine wrath and you will meet and you will embrace 


each other to eternity; and the motto written upon the 
door of your hell, will be, The vengeance of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, for the abuſe of Mercy and Peace, Let 
this «01d of terror fink into your conſcience, O grace- 
Teſs, Chriſtleſs, unbelieving ſoul, that never ſaw the glory 


nor felt the virtue of this bleſſed meeting; and Gallio- 


like, care fer none of theſe things. But on the other hand, 


9. Hence, from this doctrine, ſee ground of comfort 


to all believers in Chriſt, who have ſeen the glory, and 
felt the virtue of this harmonious meeting of divine At- 


tributes in Chriſt. This doctrine is as comſortable to 
ou, as it is terrible to others. Can you ſay before God, 


that your two marks are your experience? Then I can 


fay, that all the comforts, that iſſue from that glorious 
_ meeting in Chrift, belong to you; and God allows you 


 ftrong conſolation, who have fled for refuge, to the hope 


ſet beſore you : For that city of refuge, to which you have 
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- fied in your ſalvation; and when infinite wiſdom found 
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Jou, and have embraced him; and that embracement is 
2 pledge and earneſt, that he and you will meet cogetber It 
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fled, is the center of the meeting, and the tryſting place, 
where they kiſs one another harmoniouſly. Why, ſay 
you, what concern have I in their meeting and embrac- 
ing each other? O believer, they met tegether for your 
ſake, and kiſſed one another out of love to you, for there 
was no real jarring among them ; but all the apparant 
rarring was about you and how they ſhould all be glori- 


the ranſom, and faw the way to all your eter- 
nal happineſs: Then they hugged each other in their 
arms, as it were in a rapture of joy, for your fake, Prov. 


viii. 21. His delight were with the ſons of men. It was 


not one Attribute only that had its delight, ſatisfaction, 
and glory, its delights in the plural number: For all the 
Attributes of God had their lights, and whereabout was 
it? Why, the counſel of peace was concerning you : For 
his delight were with the ſons of men. And you having 
feen the glory of his device, and felt ſomething of the 
virtne thereof : God and you have met together, and 
Chriſt and you have kiſſed each other; he hath embraced 
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in heaven, and embrace each other to eternity. This : 


metting and embracement is ſounded upon the har- 


monious meeting and embracement of the divine at- 


tributes in Chriſt: and therefore it ſhall be ſure, abid- 


ing, and everlaſting : and all theſe attributes are en- 
gaged for your comtort and ſupport, and this glory of 


the Lord you ſhall for ever behold :'for Chriſt in whom 


all theſe glorious perfections meet together, hath prayed 


for it, John xvii. 24. Father, [ will that theſe whom thaw 


haſt given me, &c. Here then believers, is ground of 


comfort to you in every caſe. Comfort againſt deſer- 
tion. Is it long fince Chriſt and you met together, 
and kifſed each other. Behold here is the reaſon : why, 


He will never altogether leave you nor forſake you; 


but eertainly meet with you now and then, when he 
ſees it fit; and give you the other kiſs of his infinitely 


pleſſed lips, and embraces of his arms: till you come 


* 


to the intimate and immediate embracements of his 


loye in glory. Why, becauſe mercy and truth are met 


together, righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other. 


8o ſure as mercy and truth are met together, as "_y 


will the Lord meet with you. Here is comfort again 

the law, when it comes in as a covenant upon your 
conſcience, ſaying, Pay what thou oweſt, or otherwiſe 
thou art curſed and muſt go to hell: and the law ſpeak- 
ing in the name of truth and righteouſneſs, ſeems ter- 


rible. But you may ſoon anſ ver by faith, and ſay; 


0 law, the demand is juſt indeed, and agreeable to truth 
and righteouſneſs have already met with | mercy and 
peace, in the perſon of Chrift my huſhand, who endured 


all my hell, and became a curſe for me : and therefore, 


have no ground to fear the hell thou threatens, nor 
the curſe thou denounces, nor any liableneſs thereto. 
Here is comfort againſt church-diviſions and commo- 
tions; when neither miniiters nor private Chriſtians 


do meet together; or embrace one another with love 
and amity. Is this fad and affl:cting to you? Here is 
a meeting that may give you comfort in that caſe: for 


no member of that meeting will ever differ among 


themſelves, or caſt out with you. — Here is comfort 


againſt your jarring with friends: What do I know, but 
Tarte ate ſome here, that cannot get lived in peace 
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with ſuch a friend or O82, nor their Chriſtian li- 
berty enjoyed, becauſe of their frowns, and, perhaps, 
they are as aliens to you, not in ſpeaking terms with 
Fou: you cannot meet together with them cordially, 
nor embrace one another amicably: but let this be your 
comfort, for in that caſe mercy and truth are met toge- 
ther, righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other: 
and you have got a kiſs by the bye, and that is better 
| than all the kindyeſs of all the friends in the world. 
Here is comfort againſt all the calamities that ſeem to 
|. - be approaching or perſonal trials, that may be com- 
ing upon ygu. Here is a cordial, though affliction and 
Jou meet together: though, in a little, death and you 
meet together; yet this meeting of divine attributes in 
| Chriſt our glorious Head, ſpeaks comfort and ſafety to 
Jou in every caſe, though you ſhould die diſtracted, 
this meeting cannot be diſſolved, and you having-ſeen 
| Che glory and felt the virtue thereof, ſhall be ſure to 
enjoy the benefit of it to eternity; ea, goodneſs and 
- mercy ſhall fellow you all the days of your life, and you 
ball dwell in the houſe of the Lord for euer. 
10. Ihe laſt inference is, Hence ſee the duty of all 
that hear and know the joyful ſound. Never was there 
a- ſweeter ſound in heaven or in earth. And what is 
the duty of all you that hear it? ſurely the news of 
ſuch a glorious and harmonious meeting of the divine 
perfection about the ſalvation of ſinners in and by 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſhould. be joyfully received. Here is the 
glad tidings of great joy to all people, Luke ii. 10. 
When Elizabeth the mother of John, and Mary the 
mother of Jeſus our Lord met together, and ſaluted 
each other, the habe leapt in Elizabeth's womb for joy. 
Behold here is yet a more wonderſul meeting and ſalu- 
tation among the jarring- like attributes and perfections 
of God; and ſurely if the babe of grace be in your 
womb it will leap for joy, when you perceive ſuch a 
bleſſed meeting and ſalutation. O!, may it bring our 
heart to our moutb, and make us flutter within us, when 
we hear ſuch a falutation as this, Mercy and truth are 
met together, G. What is your duty, believer, who 
not only hears but knows this joyful ſound, your duty 
às not only to rejoice in this matchleſs harmonious con- 
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junction of divine attributes in Chriſt; but to exemplify 


the ſame by an harmonious conjunction of grace and 
holy virtues in you. Let mercy and truth meet toge- 
ther as divine attributes-in Chriſt, bz examplified by 
mercy and truth meeting together as divine virtues in 
you : let righteouſneſs and peace kiſſing each other in 
him, be examplified by righceeuſneſs and peace 1 

each other in you. Let the meeting of mercy and trut 

ans you to be merciful and true: Merciſul, becauſe 
your heavenly Father is merciful; and true, becauſe he 
defires truth in the inward parts. Jet the embraces 
of righteouſneſs-and peace engage you to be righteous 
and peaceable, that is, to be ſtudents of purity and 
peace; For the wi/dom that is from above, is firſt pure 
then peaceable, James in. 17. It is declare in the verſe 
following our text, that is the defign of theſe perfections 
of God, looking dun harmoniouſl; ſrom heaveu, to make 
ſuitable graces ſpring' vp from the eartH: Truth /ball 
ſpring out of the earth, and righteouſneſs ſhall logk down 
from heaven.— When the ſug of Righteouſneſs, in whom 


all the excellencies of God do ſhine, looks down; then 


as the natural ſun ſhedding 1ts influence, makes fruit 
to ſpring up from the earth : ſo the ſun of Righteouſneſs _ 
looking down, and ſhedding abroad his influences, makes 
Truth and all tbe reſt of the fruits of the Spirit to ſpring 
out of the earth, out of the heart, the ſoil where they 
are ſown in regeneration. O! does mercy look down 
from heaven to you, in friendſhip with Truth? ſhall not 
this Mercy make you merciful to the bodjzs and ſouls 
of others, by doing them all the temporal and ſpiritual ' 
good that you can? And ſhall God manifeſt his Truth 
in conjunction with Mercy towards you? and will you 
not be a friend to Truth, even to all the precious Truths 
of his goſpel? Shall not Truth, in oppoſition to hypo- 
criſy be your ſtudy, and Fruth in oppoſition to error, 
be your coneern? and this Truth in conjunction with 
Mercy; for, when Truth is in any hazard, ſhould not 
Mercy to your own foul, and the ſouls of others, make 
you zealous for it? And Mercy to your children, and 
the generation that is to come after you, on whom we 
ſhow no Mercy, if Truth be not tranſmitted. purely rey” 
them as it was by our forefathers to us at the expence 
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bf their blood, however now the waters of the ſanctuary 
are puddled. Again, does rightebufneſs and peace 
look down from heaven, kindly embracing each other 
in your behalf, believer: and ſhall not you be ſtudent 
of Righteouſneſs, in oppoſition to all unrighteous and 
-unholy ways; and of peace, in oppoſition to contention 
and diſcord; as much as poſſible follow peace with 
all men, and holineſs, without whith no man fhall 
ſee the Lord. Does God ſpeak peace to you, and 
will ye be at war with him, and love to Jive in war with 
any of his? ſhal! that be the diſpoſition of any with whom 
+ God is at peace? O tell it not ia Gath! Surely there 
' are tone here that have taſted of this ſweet peace of 
God but they would d-fire to live at peace with all 
men, and particularly all the ſaints: they would defire 
to ſee all the honeſt miniſters of Scotland meeting toge- 
ther more kindly than they do, and embrace each other, 
Some indeed are it this time reproached as enemies to 
peace in the church; but the matter is, Peace muſt not 
be ſtudied ſeparately from Righteouſneſs,” nor mercy 
-feparately from Truth; but all as meeting and em- 
bracing one another: for mercy and peace without 
truth and righteouſneſs, is a cruel conſpiracy apainſt 
God and man. Now certain things have paſt concern- 
ing the truths of God, and the riglueouſneſs of Chrift, 
in our day, which ſome think will ſtand infamous till 
I doomſday; and this truth and righteouſneſs being a 
great miniſterial truſt, ſome chuſed rather to be reproach- 
| edby the world as enemies'to peace, than be challenged 
by God and their own Conſcience af betrayers of the 
| tiuſt. However, O believer, ſtudy you, through grace, 
to get a match made vp betwixt Mercy and Truth, Righ- 
teouſneſs and Peace in you, ſeeing there can be no mer- 
LEilful peace to the prejudice of righteous Truth: and 
nud to get all theſe Attributes of God exempliſied in 
pour heart and life: and the ſeal and impreſs thereof upon 
I} Jour fouls; you being united to Cbriſh in whom all 
WW zþele glorious excell-ncies of God do meet together with 
WE Tmonious embracements.—9ut of Chrift's fulneſs do 
. Keeive, and grace for grace: as the child Heron out 
rr 
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thers ſhould ſhare of che ſame happincts with you, 
 Jcielore, pray that a ſhort concluding word may be 


Peace for Peace, out of his fulneſs do you receive grace 
for grace, holineſs for holineſs, ana an holy virtue luit- 


able to every holy perfection that is in him; and ail theſe 
harmoniouſly mecting together, and killing cach other, 
in you. Let no heavenly grace or holy duty be excluded 


out of the meeting. Let faith and repentance meet to- 
gether, let Joye and new obedicuce kiſs each other; let 


knowledge and practice meet togetber, and prayer and 


praiſes embrace each other; yea, let oppolite-uke graces 
meet harmoniouſly in you: let humility and boidneis 
meet together: let godly ſorrow and holy joy embrace 
each other. Here is the goſpel: holineſs we call you to 
in a fuitablenefs to theſe harmonious Attributes ot God 
in Chriſt: it the world call you Autinomians, know it 


is the will of God, &. 1 Pet. ij. 15. Eet the mouth taat 


reproacheth the goſpel, be ſi-pped by the power of it in 
your walk. The world will ſurely reckon you the greatelt 
ſtars that give the greateſt light zherefore let your light 


fo ſhine before men, that others ſeeing your good works, 


may glorify your Father which is in heaven, by ſhewing 


cut of a pure conſcience the works of mercy, truth, righ- 


teouſneſs, and peace, hand in hand togethor; and thus 
for the fake of the glory of God, the honour of Chriit, 
and the credit of the goſpel, let the world know, that 
you have ſeen the glory and felt the virtue of theſe per- 
fections of God, harmoniouſly meeting and embracing, 
each other in Chriſt, Here is our duty and work, be- 
liever in the wilderneſs; and now in all your ſhortcom- 
ings therein, {till lot again to God's holy temple, to Chriſt 
the meeting-place of theſe divine petſections: this is the 


mercy-ſeat of which God ſays, Exod xxv. 21 There wilt 


1 meet with thee, and commune with thee from between 
the cherubims : and evcry meeting with God there, 
will bring in new ſtrength for all you: work and war- 
fare in time, till God and you meer together and ems 
brace one another in glory through eternity, 2 

And now, believer, I know you would defire, II 


ſrom the preſs; ſo, beholding his glory, be you changed, 
into the fame image, by receiving Mercy for Mercy, 
Truth for Truth, Righteouſneſs tor righteouſnels, and 
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chat are bye ſtande rs and hearers'only, in whatey "cor 


hracement betwixt Chriſt and you is begun that ſhall ne- 


Called PONDERFUL /— His delights were with the ons. 
Fon! O come and üg to the praife and glory of bin, 
Fd Lauſed this harmonious embracement gf divine per- 
Aions in Chriſt Glory e God, chat there is no 


- 
7 * * 
* * F - + : 
- 
4 — 
+ 2 * 3 7 + S * 2 * 2 1 
4 ; n 6 w * 
. ” 1+ ES. 2 * 
* 4 * 2 - 
RT A rt ; 
— * * 'Y 
= 


